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The Legislative body of the Village of DeGraff convened in regular session from 6:59 P.M. to 8:14 
P.M. in the American Legion Building 221 West Miami Street DeGraff, OH 43318. 
 
Mayor Stephanie Orsborne called the meeting to order at 6:59 P.M. with the following Council 
Members and staff Present: 

Mayor Stephanie Orsborne – Present                                                                 
Sandra Short, Council Member – Present    
Ruth Kueterman, Council Member – Present 
Mike Dodds, President Pro Tempore – Present 
Tim Baker, Council Member – Absent 
Mike Ropp, Council Member – Present  
Tom Rowley, Council Member – Present  

Staff Present: Chief Chris Prickett, Police Chief; Chief David Reames, Fire Chief; Kassandra 
Staley; Fiscal Officer 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to accept the January 5, 2021 minutes, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll 
Call – All Ayes.                                                                        MOTION 
 
Visitors:  

 Mr. Gary Pond – He gave a suggestion on using the property we own where the 
maintenance shop sits; make it be able to house all of our needs. Moving the 
building back and fire could come out 235 and there would also be an exit on 
Ellis St. Mr. Dodds stated he liked it would give double access.  

 Mr. Dodds did thank Mr. Pond for allowing the Village to use the 
building. He asked the price for rental. For Non-members the price is 
$250 and for member it is $80. 

 Ms. Short brought up she would like the Legion to invoice the Village for 
the extra heat and lights they would be using allowing the Village to 
hold meetings there.  

Ms. Short made the motion to have the Legion keep track and bill for the extra expenses, 
seconded by Mr. Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.       MOTION 
 
Mayor Orsborne stated the Zoning officer Orsborne is already working on two permits for the 
year.  
 
Ms. Short gave the utility committee report. The water pump on Mill will need to be replaced 
could cost around $15,000. The Ordinances for the water and sewer rate adjustment will be 
voted on tonight. The new water meters are in and they will be changed out as they go bad. 
Utility committee would like to change their date to the last Tuesday, instead of the 2nd Tuesday, 
this will help with reports from utility clerk.  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to change the utility committee meeting dates to the last Tuesday 
monthly, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                 MOTION 
 
The meeting date change will begin with the February meeting. The rate change Ordinance will 
be on Facebook and the Website. Mr. McAlexander is working on a CBDG grant. We are just 
waiting on the background check for the backup utility clerk, they bond was received today.  
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Mr. Dodds gave the Safety Report. Mr. Dodds spoke of the police report (attached to minutes). 
The police cruiser is on the lot in Van Wert, Ohio. We will be dropping our cruiser off on the 22nd, 
the Sheriff’s department will increase patrol during the time our cruiser is in transition. Safety 
would like to contract with Mr. Adam Niederkohr again this year for $500 for all the police 
training.  
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to contract with Mr. Niederkohr for the year 2021 for $500, seconded 
by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                    MOTION 
 
They are going to have a special safety meeting to go over the junk vehicle Ordinance Chief 
Prickett has been working on. Mr. Wagner has reviewed and has some thoughts. This Ordinance 
will deal with cars and car part, a nuisance property Ordinance will be separate. Eventually the 
hopes are to start a public relations program for the police department.  
The Fire department will be applying for the FEMA grant. They will be applying for battery 
powered jaws and battery powered fans. They will also be brainstorming wants and needs for a 
fire house and fire engine. Mr. Jesse Kean will be at the next meeting to give EMS quarterly 
report.  
 
Ms. Staley informed council she provided them a draft copy of the 2018/2019 audit. Until 
permanent appropriations are in the reports are not as accurate, since all the money is not 
appropriated. Mr. Rowley will be the finance Chairman.  
 
Ms. Kueterman gave the park report. The village will be receiving $5756 from the squirrel linet 
fund. We may need to look at another grant for the track resealing. They will be having a 
meeting and will let know who chairperson will be.  
 
Mr. Dodds spoke on the Cemetery. The tree trimming was more urgent then expect, so work 
started today.  
 
Ordinance 2021-03: An Ordinance to establish water rates, fees, and charges to municipal 
utilities and repealing any Ordinance in conflict herein. 
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to accept the 1st reading of Ordinance 2021-03, seconded by Mr. 
Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                  MOTION 
 
Ordinance 2021-04: An Ordinance to establish sewer rates, fees, and charges to municipal 
utilities and repealing any Ordinance in conflict herein. 
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to accept the 1st reading of Ordinance 2021-04, seconded by Mr. 
Dodds. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                  MOTION 
 
Resolution 2021-05: Approving Logan County unified drug task force agreement and its 
addendum A, Mutual Aid Agreement, and authorizing Village Mayor to execute.  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to accept the 1st reading of Resolution 2021-05, seconded by Mr. 
Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                  MOTION 
 
In new business, Ms. Short explained she would like the percentage the Fiscal officer uses for 
the utility bills to be eliminated and enact her use exact amounts brought in for water and 
sewer. She would like this to start immediately.  
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Ms. Short made the motion to eliminate the percentage and use exact amounts on utility 
receipts, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                              MOTION 
Mayor Orsborne presented Council with an award the Village received from the Census Bureau. 
She also explained she received a resignation letter from Mr. Baker, attached to minutes.  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to accept Mr. Baker’s resignation with regret, seconded by Mr. 
Dodds. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                 MOTION 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to advertise for the open council seat, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. 
Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                           MOTION 
 
Mr. Ropp asked about the progress at the old laundromat/carwash location. Council was unsure 
as of now, at one time was waiting on a Subway. There was also talk of putting up some type of 
sign there for the semis. Mayor Orsborne explained probably best to speak with Mr. 
McAlexander. It would be ODOT’s decision since a state route.  
 
Ms. Short made motion to pay bills, seconded by Ms. Kueterman.  Roll Call – All Ayes.  
                                                                                                                                       MOTION 
 
Ms. Kueterman gave the motion to Mayor Orsborne to adjourn the meeting at 8:14 P.M. Roll Call 
– All Ayes                                                                                                                                  MOTION                          
                        
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________   _________________________________________ 
Mayor Stephanie Orsborne    Mike Dodds, Council Pro Tempore 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer 
 
All formal actions of the VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF COUNCIL concerning and relating to the adoption 
of Ordinances, Resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting 
open to the public, in compliance with the law, including section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 

 


