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The Legislative body of the Village of DeGraff convened in regular session from 6:58 P.M. to 8:11 
P.M. in the Village Office at 107 S. Main St. DeGraff, OH 43318-0309. 
 
Mayor Stephanie Orsborne called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the following Council 
Members and staff Present: 

Mayor Stephanie Orsborne – Present                                                                 
Sandra Short, Council Member – Present    
Ruth Kueterman, Council Member – Present 
Mike Dodds, Council Member – Present 
Tim Baker, President Pro Tempore – Present 
Mike Ropp, Council Member – Present  
Tom Rowley, Council Member – Present  

Staff Present: Chief Chris Prickett, Police Chief; Zeb Wager, Solicitor; Ken McAlexander, Village 
Administrator, Kassandra Staley; Fiscal Officer 
 
Mr. Baker made the motion to accept the December 15, 2020 minutes, seconded by Ms. 
Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                             MOTION 
 
Mr. Ropp made the motion to accept the December 22, 2020 minutes, seconded by Mr. Baker. 
Roll Call – All Ayes.                                               MOTION 
 
Mayor Orsborne gave an overview of the previous year. She thanked council for their hard work, 
and we are setting decent in our financials. She expressed Mr. McAlexander has been an asset 
to the Village and many projects were completed. Mayor Orsborne explained the joint sewer 
plant is running smoothly and becoming compliant. Also expressed was that the situation with 
Quincy has improved 100%. We are hoping for better things in the year to come.  
 
Mr. McAlexander reported for zoning. Mr. Orsborne turned In his yearly report, and that is 
attached to these minutes.  
 
Mr. Wagner had nothing to report, other than; he is working on some legal descriptions for the 
Village. 
 
Mr. McAlexander presented his employee report. There is a resolution on the agenda for water 
and sewer. The property will be going to settle the estate. The Village is allowed to put an 
additional tax lien on the property to recoup past due water and sewer bills. This will allow us to 
be paid out of the estate and receive our money.  
 
Mr. McAlexander has finished the investigation at the East Miami Pump Station. The Village has 
spent $11,050 in the last year and half just fixing the existing pump. A couple problems are the 
pump is oversized and the impeller is wrong. The station needs an oil filled pump. A new pump 
will have a five-year warranty for around $4304.28 plus freight of $300. He would like to get one 
in and make sure it performs as expected then so another order. We have received the 
blueprints from Poggemeyer. He explained he has Mr. Wagner relooking at and reworking the 
new easements agreements the Village will need.  
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Notestine construction will be starting the Village Hall upgrades in a week or so. Construction 
will last two to three months. Council meetings are being moved to the American Legion for the 
next few months. Utility committee meeting will be held at the Village Library. The website for 
the Village is up and running. It was discussed to have the meeting location change put on the 
website. Ms. Short will give the key to the American Legion to Ms. Staley to set up for council 
meetings. Utility bill issue is being fixed by Frey. When a customer pays over their installment 
amount the bills were showing a negative balance. Frey has to manually go in and apply the 
extra to the principal to make the bills look correct. A new crystal report was created and the 
committee should be able to watch the decrease.  
 
A couple other projects that Mr., McAlexander has been working on are as follows: Letters to 
people who have skipped town with a past due utility bill, grouting quotes for the sewer system, 
pumps in the next couple of months, applying for a mosquito control grant, and working with 
John Cleek from the CDC for $500,000 grant. In addition, we will be working on replacing our 
Village Christmas decorations the next few year. We purchased five new ones for next year.  
 
 Mr. Dodds gave the safety report. Mr. Jesse Kean from Riverside EMS will be coming to the first 
meeting in February. To give an EMS update. Mr. Dodds will be getting with the Sheriff’s office 
for a report.  
 
Mr. Prickett gave an update on the drug task force. He will have the Resolution for the next 
meeting. The corrected version will be emailed out. He also stated, he would like to contract 
with Adam Niedekhor again this year for $500 for the training the police officers will need. There 
is no cruiser update as of yet. With the change in the computer system we are saving about 
$900. We went ahead an added the push bumper on the front of the cruiser for $350 will need to 
figure out the rest.  
 
Mr. Dodds also stated, he has forwarded the FEMA grant on to Assistant Fire Chief Josh Strayer. 
 
Ms. Staley spoke about where 2020 ended financially. The Village brought in total revenue of 
$1,384,241.22 and spent $1,103,344.08. Which shows the Village made a profit. Temporary 
appropriations are in and bills are being paid. Ms. Staley asked about renewing the membership 
to Ohio Municipal Clerks Association. It is $55 for the entire year and provides a wealth of 
knowledge for clerks.  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to allow the renewal to OMCA, seconded by Mr. Baker. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.  
 
Ms. Kueterman had no report for parks. Mr. Rowley wanted to let council know the water 
fountain has been installed, and it will need a cover. When the water gets turned on the vendor 
will come out and show the village how to winterize. Mayor Orsborne stated she talk with Mr. 
Comer on the Squirrel Linet Fund. They have around $7000 to give out this year, Friends of 
DeGraff will be receiving $1500 and the remaining will go to the Village.  
 
There was some discussion on if we will be doing anymore work to the concession stand or the 
parking lot. The information Mr. McAlexander received to fix the parking lot would need to 
include a drainage tile and 4” of stone all across pad. There was discussion about fixing in 
stages. Mr. Rowley is planning on having a meeting with the ball association and/or inviting 
them to a meeting about contributions. Mr. Ropp mentioned something about looking into adding 
a go-kart track. 
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Mr. Dodds reported for the Cemetery Board. Next year the trustees will appoint two members 
and the Village will appoint one. He also mentioned if the Village does tree trimming this spring, 
if we could have them give a quote to do the Cemetery at the same time. They don’t have many 
trees to trim and would maybe help both entities.  
 
Ms. Short gave the Joint Sewer Board report. We are still waiting on the permit for 
modifications. Also waiting on hearing back if the vehicle has been serviced. There will be an 
advertisement coming out for a part time worker, as well.  
 
Resolution 21-01: A Resolution by the council of the Village of DeGraff authorizing the Village of 
DeGraff to order Logan County Auditor to add an additional tax lien on certain real estate taxes 
for collection for services as stated herein.  
  
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
Mr. Baker made the motion to accept Resolution 21-01, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – 
All Ayes.                                                MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to adopt Resolution 21-01, seconded by Mr. Baker. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                MOTION 
 
Ordinance 21-02: An Ordinance approving, adopting, and enacting American Legal Publishing’s 
Ohio Basic Code, 2021 Edition, as the code of Ordinances for municipality of DeGraff, Ohio, and 
declaring an emergency. 
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule, seconded by Mr. Baker. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
Mr. Baker made the motion to accept Ordinance 21-02, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – 
All Ayes.                                                MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to adopt Ordinance 21-02, seconded by Mr. Baker. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
  
Mayor Orsborne explained about every year the council needs to vote on a council pro tempore. 
She explained could be the same person or they could change.  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to elect Mr. Dodds council pro tempore, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. 
Roll Call – All Ayes. Mr. Dodds – Abstain                                     MOTION 
 
Mayor Orsborne gave the council a list of the new committees for the year. Attached to these 
minutes.  One change was the library committee is now lumped with the safety committee.  
 
Ms. Kueterman made motion to pay bills, seconded by Ms. Short.  Roll Call – All Ayes.  
                                                                                                                                       MOTION 
 
Mr. Rowley gave the motion to Mayor Orsborne to adjourn the meeting at 8:11 P.M. Roll Call – All 
Ayes                                                                                                                                           MOTION                          
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_________________________________________   _________________________________________ 
Mayor Stephanie Orsborne    Mike Dodds, Council Pro Tempore 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer 
 
All formal actions of the VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF COUNCIL concerning and relating to the adoption 
of Ordinances, Resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting 
open to the public, in compliance with the law, including section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 


