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The Legislative body of the Village of DeGraff convened in regular session from 7:00 P.M. to 8:33 
P.M. in the American Legion Building 221 West Miami Street DeGraff, OH 43318. 
 
Mayor Orsborne called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the following Council Members and 
staff Present: 

Mayor Stephanie Orsborne – Present  
Sandra Short, Council Member – Present    
Ruth Kueterman, Council Member – Present 
Mike Dodds, President Pro Tempore – Present 
Mike Ropp, Council Member – Present  
Tom Rowley, Council Member – Present  

Staff Present: Chief Chris Prickett, Police Chief; Kassandra Staley; Fiscal Officer; Ken 
McAlexander, Village Administrator; Zeb Wagner, Solicitor 
 
 
Visitors – Mr. Gary Pond – He has got with Jaunita Weeks the Village will be receiving a bill for 
$150 from the use of the American Legion Building. Council Thanked Mr. Pond for allowing the 
Village to use the legion.  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to accept the February 23, 2021 minutes, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll 
Call – All Ayes.                                                                        MOTION 
 
Zoning – No Report 
 
Solicitor – Mr. Wagner is working on USDA materials, new fiscal officer Ordinance, and he has 
tried to reach Mr. Stevens. Mr. McAlexander will speak with Mr. Wagner about Mr. Stevens. The 
easements are done they need to go to the map room first.  
 
Village Administrator – Mr. McAlexander started out with explaining about the delinquent water 
accounts. The filing fee for court is $75 per delinquent account. Discussion was had on the 
possibility of hiring a firm to do the collections. Mr. McAlexander had to shift to active accounts. 
Mr. McAlexander thinks we need to draw a line for clean up. With the statute of limitations, we 
could go back 8 years, possibly 12 when the law changed. Typical fees could run about 1.5 hours, 
so we would possibly be spending around $375 up front per account.  
 Mr. McAlexander has applied for a USDA loan/grant. The Village has received a 
response with a list of items needed. The Village would be eligible for a 15% grant and the new 
dump truck would be just shy of $91,000 at a 2.3% interest rate. The Truck is similar to the one 
we currently have. The current one lost heat during the snowstorms and the turbo cooler line 
needs fixed, and it will cost around $1200. DeGraff Service Center will be doing the repairs.  
 There is a resolution on the agenda for covering the front office for Ms. Staley.  
 The CBDG application has been submitted to the county commissioners. We applied to 
have the water main that runs under the box factory moved. The Village has also submitted for 
the PEP grant for a safety cabinet for the shop to hold our fuel and gas cans. Mr. McAlexander is 
working on getting quotes for potholes to fix in the spring. Ms. Kueterman asked if Mr. 
Alexander could get the quote for the walking track at the same time.  
 Mr. McAlexander asked about destroying n old computer and removing from inventory. 
The operating system and security system is outdated.  
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Ms. Short made the motion to allow the computer to be destroyed and removed from inventory, 
seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                               MOTION 
 
 In addition, Mr. McAlexander has been working on getting quotes to clean up some of 
the water and sewer easements, which have not been maintained. In addition, Mr. McAlexander 
has a quote for a new lawn mower. The new mower will cost $11,000; KNL will give us a credit of 
$4800 for our current mower, leaving a total of $7000. Mr. Dodds asked about leasing instead of 
buying, Mr. McAlexander explained he has not looked into that.  
 Finally, Mr. McAlexander explained about the extra parking lot at the park. There is 4” of 
stone on top of wet sand. It will need to be hooked into the storm tile to drain the wet sand. The 
cost through Hurley’s will be $14,857, which would apply drainage fingers every 10 foot 
throughout lot. Step 2 would be more stone; preferably, another 4” and that would cost $11,000.  
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to do the tile work only at the extra lot at the park, seconded by Mr. 
Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes – Mr. Ropp, Nay                                                       MOTION 
 
Utility Committee – Ms. Short mentioned about keeping an eye on the library building for roof 
problems. During the last snowstorm that was a concern of leaking. She also asked Mr. 
McAlexander about grouting.  – Mr. McAlexander explained they would need to do some cleaning 
and camera-ing before work can begin. The estimate is $22,000 and he is shooting for April or 
May for work to begin.  
 
Safety Committee – Mr. Dodds stated they was making progress on the cruiser. He also asked 
about setting up a special committee for the new firehouse. Committee member will be Mr. Tom 
Rowley, Mr. Mike Dodds, Mayor Stephanie Orsborne, Ms. Kassie Staley, and members of the fire 
department. This committee will meet the 2nd Wednesday monthly at 7pm at Village Hall.  
 Ms. Short brought up about the junk vehicle Ordinance presented at the last council 
meeting. It was determined any suggestions should go to Chief Prickett and he could present the 
concerns at the next safety meeting to fine tune the Ordinance. 
 
Finance – Ms. Staley went over the cash summary by fund, attached to minutes. During the 
Finance committee meeting, they discussed the renewal of the fire contracts, and a letter from 
RITA stating how much delinquent taxes they have collected. All reports spoke about are 
attached to minutes.  
 
Parks & Recreation – The concession stand needs looked at by the a/c unit for leaking. The 
siding may need to be replaced. In addition, we need some Plexiglas for the serving window.  
 
Cemetery – Mr. Dodds thanked the Village for allowing the cemetery to use the dump truck over 
the weekend for all the burials they had.  
 
Joint Sewer Board – Mr. Ropp explained at the meeting Mr. Jacob spoke about sludge removal 
would begin with the warmer weather. It will cost around $2200 - $2300. In addition, some of 
the lab items will need to be certified, and that will be at a cost around $200 - $300. The 
alternator that was installed has been working well. Mr. Jacob wants to purchase some safety 
screen for the amp meter. Those run $689 apiece and two are needed. Mr. Jacob is working on 
getting a quote for a light pole in some of the dark spots at the plant. Knoll fisher will be at the 
plant today for heaters in the screen room. The spare motor has been rebuilt. They will be 
ordering some UV lights for the plant. Finally, there will be interviews at the plant for the part 
time position on Thursday.  
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Ordinance & resolutions: 
 
Ordinance 2021-09: A Ordinance temporarily and retroactively amending the responsibilities, 
duties, and salary of the Village fiscal officer and declaring an emergency in the Village of 
DeGraff, Ohio.  
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                                                                   MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to approve on first and final reading, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call 
– All Ayes.                                                                                                  MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-09, seconded by Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                                                                   MOTION 
 
Resolution 2021-10: A resolution authorizing the Mayor and/or Village Administrator to apply for 
and execute any and all necessary obligation documents, pay draw documents, and/or change 
order related to a certain United States Department of Agriculture (“USDA”) community facility 
(“CF”) loan/grant program equipment application package for public bodies and declaring an 
emergency on the Village of DeGraff, Ohio 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule, seconded by Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                                                                   MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to approve on first and final reading, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. 
Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                                                    MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to adopt resolution 2021-10, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – 
All Ayes.                                                                                     MOTION 
 
Resolution 2021-11: A resolution by the council of the Village of DeGraff authorizing the Village of 
DeGraff to order the Logan County auditor to add an additional tax lien on certain real estate 
taxes for collection for services rendered as stated herein.  
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to accept the first reading of Resolution 2021-11, seconded by Ms. 
Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                         MOTION 
 
Old Business – No Report 
 
New Business – Ms. Short asked about having community wide yard sales June 5th and 
advertising on the website and Facebook. Mr. Rowley asked about having spring clean up the 
week after garage sales. He would like to see this started back up. It was suggested to look at 
the fees and cost involved with this.  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to have community wide yard sales on June 5, 2021, seconded by Ms. 
Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                         MOTION 
 
Mr. Pond asked about Memorial Day discussion. The Legion would like to put something on, but 
wanted to decide as a community. Council suggested following state mandates.  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to enter executive session at 8:19 PM to discuss personnel issues, 
seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                        MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to exit executive session at 8:29 PM with no action taken, seconded 
by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                         MOTION 
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Ms. Short made the motion to accept Mr. Wagner’s proposal for year 2021 for $12,000 and one 
meeting a month, seconded by Mr. Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes Mr. Ropp – Abstain.  MOTION 
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to pay bills, seconded by Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All Ayes.  
                                                                                                                                                   MOTION 
  
Ms. Short gave the motion to Mayor Orsborne to adjourn the meeting at 8:33 P.M. Roll Call – All 
Ayes                                                                                                                     MOTION                          
                        
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________   _________________________________________ 
Mayor Stephanie Orsborne    Mike Dodds, Council Pro Tempore 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer 
 
All formal actions of the VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF COUNCIL concerning and relating to the adoption 
of Ordinances, Resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting 
open to the public, in compliance with the law, including section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 


