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The Legislative body of the Village of DeGraff convened in regular session from 7:00 P.M. to 8:08 
P.M. 107 S. Main St., DeGraff, OH 43318. 
 
Mayor Orsborne called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the following Council Members and 
staff Present: 

Mayor Stephanie Orsborne – Present  
Sandra Short, Council Member – Present    
Ruth Kueterman, Council Member – Present 
Mike Dodds, President Pro Tempore – Present 
Mike Ropp, Council Member – Present  
Tom Rowley, Council Member – Present  

Staff Present: Chief Chris Prickett, Police Chief; Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer; Ken 
McAlexander, Village Administrator; Zeb Wagner, Solicitor 
  
Ms. Short made the motion to accept the July 20, 2021 minutes as written and submitted, 
seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                 MOTION 
 
Visitors – Teddy Zink – Would like to join Council, has been a resident of DeGraff for 2 ½ years,  

Originally from Springfield. He has been active with helping the police on the 
volunteer unit, and he is a registered voted.  

    Connie Blaess – Observe 
 
Mayor Orsborne decided to appoint Mr. Teddy Zink to fill the open Council seat. Mayor Orsborne 
swore in Teddy Zink, and council gave him a warm welcome aboard.  
 
Zoning – Mr. Orsborne is working with the gentleman who is moving his slab house to Cornish 
Drive. He wanted to be about to move his home to one side or the other to allow for a driveway. 
LUC came back and stated he need to have 5 foot on either side of his property. The gentleman 
went ahead and bought another plot of land so he would have enough room for the garage and 
driveway.   
 
Solicitor – No Report 
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Village Administrator –  

• Mr. Chuck Stevens easement is signed and done. Ms. Martha Siders is not done. She 
wanted the Village to provide free water and sewer to her and her daughter for the rest 
of their life. Mr. McAlexander has gone back to Mr. Stevens, and he will consider the 
Original drawing, with the easement going over the creek. If the Village did eminent 
domain would be expensive.  

• Bid opening for the dump truck has been done. The best was from Reineke Ford around 
$93,000, there was one other out of Michigan for around $103,000. Everything has now 
been submitted to USDA, the Village may see the new dump truck around December.  

• Maintenance will begin prepping for the merry-go-round fall surface. It will be installed 
the 9th of August.  

• There was a leak at Ms. Karen Young’s property and that has now been fixed.  
• Mr. McAlexander thinks refinancing the water town loan may be a good option. The 

interst could be around 0.5% to 2%, currently around 4%. Loan is flexible can be between 
5 and 20 years. Currently the Village owes another 18 years.  

• On August 27th United Way Volunteers will be in the Village doing some community 
service, They will be painting fire hydrants, curbs, etc.  

• The broken water main valve on N. Main and Pleasant has been replaced. Will be fixing 
the one on Ellis on Thursday.  

•  
Utility – No Report 
 
Safety – There is a loan available for fire departments for a 0% interest loan for buildings.  
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to apply for the loan for the fire department, seconded by Ms. Short. 
Roll Call – All Ayes.                      MOTION 
 
We have not heard from Federal when the siren will be looked at on the firehouse. The Village is 
having issues with the Marcs radios. They are not getting service around town everywhere. Mr. 
Dodds called the state and their answer was, they never guaranteed 100% coverage. They 
suggested that the Village by a repeater for the vehicle to increase service. That would cost the 
Village around $3000. Mr. Dodds asked Chief Prickett to check with Sheriff’s office if they get 
any, maybe we can get one at the same time to possibly save some money. The Village will 
possibly need 2 in total, one for the police cruiser and one for the structure fire engine.  
Chief Reames had a request to put on a new fire fighter.  
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to table the new hire until next meeting, seconded by Mr. Rowley. 
Roll Call – All Ayes.                                               MOTION 
 
The firefighters approved for new turnout gear in January are getting fitted for the new gear.  
 
Finance – Ms. Staley stated that there is a Resolution on for tonight to move some money for 
RITA expenses. Mr. Rowley stated he would have some more handbook updates at the next 
council meeting 
 
Parks – Mr. Rowley will be getting in touch with the ball association about taking down the tarps 
over the dugouts. There was a $135 donation from the Long family for the use of the shelter 
house. Mr. Ropp mentioned that the guys outside bathroom light is out. Also, that both covers 
need taken off and cleaned. Mr. Ropp also suggested that if we could, maybe out some trash 
cans in storage in the winter.  
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Cemetery – No Report.   
 
Joint Sewer Board- Mr. Ropp went over the report provided by Mr. Jacob at the meeting.  

• Sludge has been hauled out 
• Projects of painting and power washing has been started 
• Mr. Jacob is requesting a new spigot in the maintenance building. There has 

never been one. 
• Next year DeGraff will be 67% and Quincy will be 33% 
• Mr. Jacob is doing a decent job with staying in budget 
• It was mentioned at the meeting about whether Mr. Jacob should receive PTO 

like is listed in Quincy’s handbook.  
• Mr. Wagner suggested the board makes the decisions. Renegotiate contract and 

have performance evaluations and place in file.  
 
Special Firehouse Committee – Next meeting is scheduled for August 19th at 7pm. The Village 
has received some feedback from DLZ. They have laid out their idea in 2 phases. The 1st phase 
would be architectural and that would be around $30,800. Mr. McAlexander has reached out to 
Mr. Kale Jacobs, a structural engineer from a small firm. Mr. McAlexander would like to know 
how sound the current building is before we decide what to do.  
 
Resolution 2021-25: Fire Protection Contract for Harrison Township, Champaign County 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to accept Resolution 2021-25 on 2nd reading, seconded by Mr. Dodds 
Roll Call – All Ayes.                                               MOTION 
 
Resolution 2021-26: Fire Protection Contract for Indian Joint Fire District, Logan County 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to accept Resolution 2021-26 on 2nd reading, seconded by Mr. Ropp. 
Roll Call – All Ayes.                                               MOTION 
 
Resolution 2021-27: Fire Protection Contract for Miami Township, Logan County 
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to accept Resolution 2021-27 on 2nd reading, seconded by Mr. 
Dodds. Roll Call – All Ayes.                     MOTION 
 
Resolution 2021-28: Fire Protection Contract for Pleasant Township, Logan County 
 
Mr. Ropp made the motion to accept Resolution 2021-28 on 2nd reading, seconded by Ms. 
Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                    MOTION 
 
Resolution 2021-29: Fire Contract for Union Township, Logan County 
 
Ms. Short made the motion accept Resolution 2021-29 on 2nd reading, seconded by Mr. Dodds. 
Roll Call – All Ayes.                                               MOTION 
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Resolution 2021-30: A resolution transferring various sums on money in the year 2021 budget 
within various funds listed herein, in order to pay obligated expenditures, and declaring an 
emergency.  
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Resolution 2021-30, seconded by 
Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                         MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to approve Ordinance 2021-30 on first and final reading, seconded by 
Mr. Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                 MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-30, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
 
 
Old Business: Mr. McAlexander is still looking at options for health insurance next year.  
 
New Business: Ms. Staley mentioned a resident asked if the council was going to do fall garage 
sales.  
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to have fall community garage sales on September 4th, 
seconded by Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                MOTION 
 
Mr. Ropp mentioned about a tree on Mr. Cooks property about possibly being the Village 
Christmas tree. Mr. Ropp will speak with Mr. Cook and see if he would allow.  
Mayor Orsborne mentioned trick-or-treat was set at the Mayor’s meeting for October 30th from 
3pm-5pm Countywide.  
The EMS contract is coming due. 
Mr. McAlexander thinks he has found the issue with the floor in the back of the annex building. 
Will be looking at further.  
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to pay bills, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes. 

                                                     MOTION  
 
Mr. Ropp made the motion to adjourn at 8:08 PM, seconded by Mr. Zink. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                   MOTION  
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________   _________________________________________ 
Mayor Stephanie Orsborne    Mike Dodds, Council Pro Tempore 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer 
 
 
 
All formal actions of the VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF COUNCIL concerning and relating to the adoption 
of Ordinances, Resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting 
open to the public, in compliance with the law, including section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 



 


