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The Legislative body of the Village of DeGraff convened in regular session from 7:00 P.M. to 8:08 
P.M. 107 S. Main St., DeGraff, OH 43318. 
 
Mayor Orsborne called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the following Council Members and 
staff Present: 

Mayor Stephanie Orsborne – Present  
Sandra Short, Council Member – Present    
Ruth Kueterman, Council Member – Present 
Mike Dodds, President Pro Tempore – Present 
Mike Ropp, Council Member – Present  
Tom Rowley, Council Member – Present 
Teddy Zink, Council Member – Absent   

Staff Present: Chief Chris Prickett, Police Chief; Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer 
  
Mr. Rowley made the motion to accept the August 3, 2021 minutes as written and submitted, 
seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                               MOTION 
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to excuse Mr. Zink due to illness, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – 
All Ayes.                       MOTION 
 
Visitors – Tom Stephens – Mr. Stephens explained this is the second time in 6 months his water 
has been shut off. Back in February, during the first occurrence, Mr. Stephens spoke with Mayor 
Orsborne. They spoke in length and Mayor Orsborne explained Mr. Stephens could come down 
and request his bill information, if he did not receive it in the mail. He explained he is able to get 
other mail, but is not receiving his DeGraff Utility bill. Mr. Stephens referenced Ohio 
Administrative code 4901.1527. He is saying the Village is not complying with the law on 
disconnection.   

-Mayor Orsborne explained that our Ordinances keep the Village in compliance, and 
anything else she would like to speak with the Village solicitor about.  
-Mr. Rowley stated the Village does offer ACH and that would avoid being disconnected. 
Mr. Stephens does not want to participate because of past issues.  
-Ms. Kueterman asked how long he has lived in the Village. Mr. Stephens stated 20 
years. Ms. Kueterman said he should know then the water and sewer bill is due the 15th 
of the month, like it always has been.  

Mayor Orsborne explained Mr. Stephens time was up. He thanked the council for listening to his 
concerns, and he will be notifying Attorney General and PUCO.  
 
Zoning – Mr. Orsborne has completed 24 permits to date, and number 25 will be the mobile 
home on Cornish Drive. 
 
Solicitor – No Report 
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Village Administrator – Mayor Orsborne presented the information she received from Mr. 
McAlexander 

• The is a grant from the ARP funding the Village could apply for. It could 
be $594,000, and go toward our water plant upgrades. Mayor would like 
council’s permission to go ahead and apply for the grant.  

•  The small pickup truck will be getting fixed for $2800. This is from the 
accident where it was hit.  

• United Way volunteers will be here on August 27th, and they will be 
finishing up some of the street painting.  
 Mr. Rowley asked why they would be painting. Mayor Orsborne 

explained the individually who was painting for community service 
has only showed up once.  

 Mr. Ropp asked if we could take down the flags along Main Street, 
as some as looking tattered. Mayor Orsborne stated she would talk 
with Mr. McAlexander about them. 
 

Utility – No Report 
 
Safety – Mr. Dodds explained Federal siren has been in and has repaired the fire house tornado 
siren. The overload relays were blown, and they have been reset.  
Mr. Dodds mentioned he received some information and would like to not move forward with the 
tabled discussion on appointing Matt Burchett to the fire Department.  
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to not bring Matt Burchett onto the Fire Department, seconded by 
Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes. Ms. Kueterman – Abstain     MOTION 
 
Chief Prickett gave his monthly report on the police department. Attached to minutes. Major 
discussion was on how important it is for the Village to get a repeater for the police cruiser and 
main fire engine.  
 
Mr. Rowley made the motion to allow Chief Prickett to get figures and quotes on two repeaters, 
seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.       MOTION 
 
Mr. Rowley asked if Ms. Hunkler’s attendance was getting better. Chief Prickett explained she 
has switched jobs, and it has been going better. She is now driving the cruiser, will maybe be on 
her own by the end of the year, if comfortable. He has received no word from Mr. Wright since 
the disciplinary meeting. He is on 6-month probation, any infraction could lead to termination.  
 
There was no report from the Fire Chief, and he was not present at the meeting.  
 
Chief Prickett also asked about the 2-hour parking sign on Hayes. There was a complaint that a 
vehicle parks there all day long. Chief Prickett wanted to clarify if the Village put up the sign, and 
is it for the whole street or that one spot. If it is the entire street Mr. Purtee would be in 
violation. Mayor Orsborne explained the Village did put that sign up, and it was meant for the 
entire street. She believes it was maybe around 2006. Mr. Rowley explained he would speak 
with Mr. Purtee.  
 
Finance – Ms. Staley mentioned the grant from Poggeymeyer mentioned earlier for the water 
plant upgrades. Could be beneficial. She also explained we are still waiting on OWDA figures for 
the water tower refinancing.  
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Parks – Mr. Ropp wants to have a park meeting. A Date was set for August 31, 2021 at 5:30PM at 
the Village Park. Ms. Staley was asked to advertise for it.   
 
Cemetery – Mr. Dodds explained that the Cemetery Board is still interested in the dump truck, 
once the Village receives their new one.    
 
Joint Sewer Board- No report. 
 
Special Firehouse Committee – Meeting is Thursday at 7:00 PM 
 
Resolution 2021-25: Fire Protection Contract for Harrison Township, Champaign County 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to adopt Resolution 2021-25, seconded by Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                                          MOTION 
 
Resolution 2021-26: Fire Protection Contract for Indian Joint Fire District, Logan County 
 
Mr. Ropp made the motion to adopt Resolution 2021-26, seconded by Mr. Rowley. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                                          MOTION 
 
Resolution 2021-27: Fire Protection Contract for Miami Township, Logan County 
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to adopt Resolution 2021-27, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – 
All Ayes.                                                MOTION 
 
Resolution 2021-28: Fire Protection Contract for Pleasant Township, Logan County 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to adopt Resolution 2021-28, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                                          MOTION 
 
Resolution 2021-29: Fire Contract for Union Township, Logan County 
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion adopt Resolution 2021-29, seconded by MS. Short. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                                          MOTION 
 
Old Business: Mr. Rowley brought the handbook updates that was approved a few meetings ago. 
He would like to readdress item #7. He is not comfortable with it, until it is investigated further. 
He would like to remove #7 until there is further review done.  
 
Mr. Rowley made the motion to remove #7 until further review, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call 
– All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
 
Mr. Rowley has also spoken with Ms. Shirley Siefker at USDA about the Non-English-Speaking 
policy. It does not need to be done until the next audit in 3 years. There is no action needed at 
this time.  
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New Business: Ms. Short provided council with a list of possible non-compliant properties. She 
would like all council to look at them and they will discuss at the next meeting. They will need to 
form a letter for violators. It was mentioned maybe we can get the letter Rushslyvania uses. 
Chief Prickett mentioned during the first few court proceedings he would like Mr. Wagner 
present to know what to say. Mr. Rowley explained Mr. Wagner would represent the Village in 
any court proceedings and have pictures, dates, and everything needed. The Council will do their 
best to have violators comply, without resorting to court.  
 
 **Mr. Ropp left at 8:00 PM** 
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to pay bills, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes. 

                                                     MOTION  
 
Mr. Rowley made the motion to adjourn at 8:09 PM, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                   MOTION  
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________   _________________________________________ 
Mayor Stephanie Orsborne    Mike Dodds, Council Pro Tempore 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer 
 
 
 
All formal actions of the VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF COUNCIL concerning and relating to the adoption 
of Ordinances, Resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting 
open to the public, in compliance with the law, including section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 


