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The Legislative body of the Village of DeGraff convened in regular session from 7:00 P.M. to 8:07 
P.M. 107 S. Main St., DeGraff, OH 43318. 
 
Mayor Orsborne called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the following Council Members and 
staff Present: 

Mayor Stephanie Orsborne – Present  
Sandra Short, Council Member – Present    
Ruth Kueterman, Council Member – Present 
Mike Dodds, President Pro Tempore – Absent 
Mike Ropp, Council Member – Present  
Tom Rowley, Council Member – Present 
Teddy Zink, Council Member – Present   

Staff Present: Chief Chris Prickett, Police Chief; Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to excuse Mr. Dodds due to illness, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll 
Call – All Ayes.                       MOTION 
  
Ms. Short made the motion to accept the September 7, 2021 minutes as written and submitted, 
seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                 MOTION 
 
Visitors – Gary Pond - Observe 
 
Zoning – Mr. Orsborne is currently working on permit number 27 for the year.  
 
Solicitor – No Report 
 
Village Administrator – Mayor Orsborne explained Mr. McAlexander has tested positive for 
Covid-19. He will have to quarantine for 10 days, and his surgery has been postponed. Mayor 
Orsborne also asked Council if they would like him to use sick pay or not. Ms. Short suggested 
asking the Solicitor for proper protocol.  
 
Ms. Short made the recommendation to pay Mr. McAlexander for his quarantine with the 
Solicitor’s recommendation on using sick leave or not, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – 
All Ayes.                                                MOTION 
 
Mayor Orsborne also relayed that there is 1 water main line still to fix. The maintenance guys 
have been flushing hydrants this week. Council discussed maybe needing another part time 
person, Mr. Rowley stated Mr. Vondenhuevel could call him if needed.  
 
Utility – Ms. Short mentioned that the library building back has been looked at. There is a tear in 
the roofing.  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to enter executive session at 7:10PM to discuss utility legal issues, 
seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                               MOTION 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to exit executive session at 7:35PM, with no action taken. Roll Call – 
All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
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Council discussed a couple of residents had turned on their water service after it was shut off. 
Council discussed having them pay an extra month for the service they should not have had. Mr. 
Rowley thought it may be best if Chief Prickett delivered the bills and explained the situation.  
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to charge the residents extra and have Chief Prickett deliver 
the bills, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.     MOTION 
 
Safety – Mr. Ropp went over the police report – attached to minutes.  

• Mayor Orsborne explained about the Fire Handbook that was found when going 
through the records. She will provide safety and Mr. Rowley a copy for review. It 
was never adopted by council, so that will need done if everyone agrees.  

• Ms. Kueterman asked about when firefighters are called out to a scene and they 
drive their personal vehicles, are they locking any firearms up in their vehicles. 
Ms. Short explained they are not carrying on their person during the fire. Chief 
Reames stated the firefighters may have been threated once or twice during his 
tenure.  

• Mr. Ropp also mentioned the police would possibly like to look into having a cell 
phone. The Chief’s personal cell phone is a public record since he conducts 
Village business on it. If we had a Village Cell Phone he would not need to use 
his personal. 

• Mr. Rowley asked about the radio repeaters. Chief Prickett explained he has not 
heard from the commissioners.  

 
Finance – Ms. Staley mentioned the accounts are doing great. The sewer can possibly afford 2 
pumps and a vehicle for the sewer plant, if Council decided. Ms. Staley went over the Ordinances 
on the agenda. The water and sewer ones are just changing the deposit amount and the return 
payment fee wording. The last one is to allow Mr. McAlexander to enter into the contract with 
Paystar, discussed at last meeting. Also, the electric aggregration is signed and a timeline was 
provided to council.  
 
Parks – Mr. Rowley explained he obtained a cemenet quote for handicap accessibility at the 
park. Although, there was discussion whether the middle field could be made handicap 
accessible. The committee will meet to discuss.   
 
Cemetery – No report.     
 
Joint Sewer Board- Mr. Ropp went over the report provided by Mr. Jacob, attached to minutes.  
 
Special Firehouse Committee – Mayor Orsborne has called someone else to look at the 
structure, still waiting to be able to move forward.   
 
Ordinance 2021-33: An Ordinance to establish water rates, fees, and charges to municipal 
utilities and repealing any Ordinance in conflict herein  
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Ordinance 2021-33, seconded 
by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                         MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to approve Ordinance 2021-33 on first and final reading, seconded by 
Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                              MOTION 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-33, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – 
All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
 



September 21, 2021                            Page 3 of 3 
 
Ordinance 2021-34: An Ordinance to establish sewer rates, fees, and charges to municipal 
utilities and repealing any Ordinance in conflict herein 
 
Mr. Ropp made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Ordinance 2021-34, seconded by 
Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                         MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to approve Ordinance 2021-34 on first and final reading, seconded by 
Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                              MOTION 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-34, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – 
All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
 
Old Business: The home on Race street requesting a pool adjustment, does in fact have a pool.  
 
New Business: No Report. 
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to pay bills, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes. 

                                                     MOTION  
 
Mr. Rowley made the motion to adjourn at 8:07 PM, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                                                                                                          MOTION  
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________   _________________________________________ 
Mayor Stephanie Orsborne    Mike Dodds, Council Pro Tempore 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer 
 
 
 
All formal actions of the VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF COUNCIL concerning and relating to the adoption 
of Ordinances, Resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting 
open to the public, in compliance with the law, including section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 


