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The Legislative body of the Village of DeGraff convened in regular session from 7:00 P.M. to 8:28 
P.M. 107 S. Main St., DeGraff, OH 43318. 
 
Mayor Orsborne called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the following Council Members and 
staff Present: 

Mayor Stephanie Orsborne – Present  
Sandra Short, Council Member – Present    
Ruth Kueterman, Council Member – Present 
Mike Dodds, President Pro Tempore – Present 
Mike Ropp, Council Member – Present  
Tom Rowley, Council Member – Present 
Teddy Zink, Council Member – Absent   

Staff Present: Chief Chris Prickett, Police Chief; Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer 
  
MS. Short made the motion to accept the August 17, 2021 minutes as written and submitted, 
seconded by Mr. Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.                               MOTION 
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to excuse Mr. Zink due to family medical issues, seconded by Ms. 
Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                 MOTION 
 
Visitors – Daniel Lyons – WPKO – observe 
     Jordan Harrman – AGE electric Aggregation will talk with Resolution Later 
 
Zoning – No Report. 
 
Solicitor – No Report 
 
Village Administrator – Mr. McAlexander reported on the following.  

• We had 5 volunteers from United Way they painted the curbs and no parking areas. Mr. 
McAlexander was very pleased with the work and wants to thank them for all their help. 

• Hurley’s has replaced the old storm tile from the Maintenance Shop to across Ellis 
Street. We will see about setting aside money next year to go further. There is a hook in 
the tile that runs underneath the new house built. We will be replacing with a straight 
shot so nothing is over top of the tile. 1200 feet of piping was replaced. Hurley’s will be 
coming back to clean up the yard, then we will do grass seed to fix the yard of the 
homeowner. The asphalt was fixed today. 

• The drainage at the extra parking lot at the park has been put in. They will be sealing the 
walking track tomorrow. Mr. Rowley asked how much land we own behind the parking 
lot. **There was discussion on if the Village had enough room to put in frisbee golf. The 
park committee would like to purchase this year if possible. ** 

• The water leak behind the post office has been repaired. The service line went to the 
Rusty Crow. Ellis valve has been replaced it was broken and open. There is still two 
more mains to replace.  

• Mr. McAlexander will be off for two weeks beginning September 24th. He will be getting 
surgery on his thumb that was hurt back in June.  
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• Reichart Excavating will be helping Mr. Vonderhuevel on some projects while Mr. 
McAlexander is off. Mr. Jacobs from the sewer plant will be covering the sewer checks, 
and Mr. Scott from Lakeview will be doing the water checks.  

• The library building in the back needs looked at. Mr. Vondenhuevel tried 3” screws and 
could not find anything solid.  

 
Utility – Ms. Short had Ms. Staley explain PayStar as a way to allow online bill viewing and other 
features. 
  
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to go with PayStar pending Mr. Wagner to go over the contract, 
seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                MOTION 
 
Mayor Orsborne explained to council it was found we do not have a specific amount of parking in 
the downtown. She would like to eliminate the parking spot by Family Dollar at the stop sign. Mr. 
McAlexander explained it has to be eliminated anyways, as it is not far enough away from an 
intersection.  
Ms. Short explained we have had some issues with billing behind and landlords being stuck with 
bills. It was recommended to double the deposit to residents to allow for the way the Village 
bills. Ms. Staley expressed to council they should also change the wording on returned check 
fee to returned payment fee, since we accept multiple forms of payments now.  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to raise the deposit to $160.00, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call 
– All Ayes.                                                                         MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to change from returned check fee to returned payment fee, 
seconded by Mr. Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.                   MOTION 
 
Safety – Mr. Dodds explained the tornado siren on the firehouse is not working again. Mr. Dodds 
will get with Federal again.  
 
Chief Prickett wanted to report on some things, as he may not make next meeting due to Police 
Chief training.  

• He would like to go into executive session later for personnel issues 
• The body cam is being sent back with issues.  
• He will need a laptop for training next week. Ms. Staley has an extra she can provide.  
• Chief Prickett was talking with the commissioners about the issues and DeGraff needing 

a repeater for their portables. The commissioners may have some extra grant money 
they could use to buy a repeater for the Police and Fire. Chief Prickett submitted the 
requested information and waiting to hear from the Commissioners.  

• Chief Prickett spoke to the court about the 2-hour parking sign on Hayes. The verbiage 
is not clear. If it goes to corner needs to state from here to corner. 

• Chief Prickett has contacted 12 property owners. He would like to see something that 
differentiates commercial and residential. The property owner on Moore St. was offered 
help to fix vehicle.  

• Chief Prickett is worried about how to handle the junk vehicles, as he only does 16 hours 
per month. It was recommended to do in small batches, they all do not have to be done 
at once.  

 
Ms. Short reminded council about looking at the list of properties provided.  
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Finance – Ms. Staley mentioned the accounts are looking good. Also mentioned, was the 
resolution accepting the amounts and rates as determined. This is for the Local Government 
Fund received from the County.   
 
Parks – Ms. Kueterman explained at their meeting Mr. & Mrs. David Brown presented a little 
library offer. They would like to start one at the park and eventually add one downtown as well. 
They would like the committee to apply for the funds through the Squirrel Linet Fund. The 
Brown’s would be willing to maintain the box. The cost is $1100 and it would be placed inside one 
of the Shelter Houses.  
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to apply for the little library through the Squirrel Linet Fund, 
seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                MOTION 
 
Mr. Rowley spoke about possible getting frisbee golf if the funds were available this year. The 
council decided to table until there was more concrete information.  
 
Cemetery – No report.     
 
Joint Sewer Board- Meeting is on Money. Mr. McAlexander mentioned the car is broke again.  
 
Special Firehouse Committee – The meetings have been placed on hold until we can get an 
inspection of the current building for structural integrity.  
 
Jordan Harrman – Mr. Harrman explained he is a consultant for electric aggregation. The 
Villages current contract ends in December. The Village should remain around the same, which 
is Denergy for $0.0488 per kilowatt. They can only do 3-year contracts, that is the max allowed. 
60% of the residents in DeGraff are on the aggregation program.  
 
Resolution 2021-31: Resolution authorizing the Village Administrator and/or Mayor to enter into 
an agreement for the purchase of electricity for the Village’s electricity aggregation program.  
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Resolution 2021-31, seconded 
by Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                         MOTION 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to approve Resolution 2021-31 on first and final reading, 
seconded by Mr. Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.                   MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to adopt Resolution 2021-31, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – 
All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
 
Resolution 2021-32: Resolution accepting the amounts and rates as determined by the budget 
commission and authorizing the necessary tax levies and certifying them to the County Auditor 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Resolution 2021-32, seconded by 
Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                                       MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to approve Resolution 2021-32 on first and final reading, seconded 
by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                 MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-30, seconded by Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
 
 
Old Business: No report 
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New Business: Mr. Ropp read a letter that was left in his door at home. (Attached to minutes). 
The letter was unsigned, so council had no way of reaching out to the concerns. 
 
Mayor Orsborne read a letter of resignation from Ms. Lisa Brown.  
 
Ms. Short made a motion to accept the resignation with regret, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll 
Call – All Ayes.                                                            MOTION 
 
Ms. Short made a motion to advertise for the part time utility clerk position, seconded by Ms. 
Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                 MOTION 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to pay bills, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes. 

                                                     MOTION  
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to adjourn at 8:28 PM, seconded by Mr. Rowley. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                   MOTION  
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________   _________________________________________ 
Mayor Stephanie Orsborne    Mike Dodds, Council Pro Tempore 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer 
 
 
 
All formal actions of the VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF COUNCIL concerning and relating to the adoption 
of Ordinances, Resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting 
open to the public, in compliance with the law, including section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 


