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The Legislative body of the Village of DeGraff convened in regular session from 7:00 P.M. to 7:49 
P.M. 107 S. Main St., DeGraff, OH 43318. 
 
Mayor Orsborne called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the following Council Members and 
staff Present: 

Mayor Stephanie Orsborne – Present  
Sandra Short, Council Member – Present    
Ruth Kueterman, Council Member – Present 
Mike Dodds, President Pro Tempore – Present 
Mike Ropp, Council Member – Present  
Tom Rowley, Council Member – Absent 
Teddy Zink, Council Member – Present   

Staff Present: Chief Chris Prickett, Police Chief; Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer; David Reames, 
Fire Chief 
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to excuse Mr. Rowley due to being sick, seconded by Ms. 
Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                    MOTION 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the reading and accept the December 7, 2021 minutes, 
seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                 MOTION 
 
Visitors – 

o Gary Pond – Representing the American Legion Post 652 wanted to thank council and 
the community for all their support. Council thanked the Legion for all they do for the 
Village.  

o Daniel Lyons – WPKO observing 
 

Zoning – 30 Permits was the final number for the year 
 
Solicitor – No Report 
 
Village Administrator – Mayor Orsborne stated that the wells have been getting worked on. We 
are currently using the water in the tower and doing fine. One well is done it took 2 days, but 
everything is going good according to Mr. McAlexander.   

 
Utility – No Report 
 
Safety – Mr. Dodds read a resignation letter from Fire Chief David “Buck” Reames 
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to accept the Fire Chief resignation with regret and thankfulness for 
service, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                 MOTION 
 
The fire department went on 3 runs, including the house fire on the county line.  
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Police side, the monthly report was submitted. Chief Prickett included a list of accomplishments 
the service has provided. He will have the total number of runs for the year at the first safety 
meeting in January. Mr. Dodds explained he also entertained the idea of keeping Mr. Wright on, if 
council decides to go full time with the Chief. Mr. Dodds would like to table that discussion and 
talk with the community on input.  
Ms. Short had some questions, since she was not at the last meeting. She asked was there a 
need and do we have the finances for the department? Financially the Village is in a better place, 
but 2 years ago the budget was $45,000 and last year it was $60,000, $20,000 was for the grant 
for the vehicle, then it could possibly go up to $90,000. She is not sure we can justify that to the 
community. Ms. Short would like to see where the Village lands on EMS and Fire because there 
are some major things coming up for them. She asked Chief Prickett what would the benefits be 
for the Village in going with full time. Chief Prickett stated the following, invested money, build 
confidence in the department, more patrol, different hours of coverage, property issue attention. 
Ms. Short asked could they increase hours, but not go to full time yet. Chief Prickett stated he 
would like full time or to stay the same. Again, Mr. Dodds stated they would table the discussion 
and asked council to speak with the public to get feedback. Mayor Orsborne stated we would 
need an Ordinance for the raise from his evaluation at the next meeting.  
Ms. Short also asked about the EMS contract that was presented a month ago. She thinks we 
should pay it, since they have been going on runs for the Village. The contract was misplaced. 
Ms. Staley stated she would reach out to Mr. Kean and see about getting a copy for the Village to 
pay in January.  
 
Finance – Ms. Staley discussed the following 

o Temporary appropriation ordinance on the agenda for tonight. It is for 2 months of bills 
and we will do permanents by the 1st of March.  

o There is also an ordinance to transfer money to pay the phone bill for December.  
o Lastly, we need to do a supplemental for the USDA funds we received for the dump 

truck.  
 
Parks – No Report  
 
Cemetery – Mr. Dodds believe we go to two council members on the cemetery board next year, 
but he will find out for sure.  
 
Joint Sewer Board- No Report 
 
Special Firehouse Committee – Meeting will resume January 20, 2022 at 6:00PM 
 
Ordinances & Resolutions 
 
Ordinance 2021-40: Village of Degraff rules and regulations governing the use of municipal 
utilities, and declaring an emergency.  
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Ordinance 2021-40, seconded by 
Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                         MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to approve Ordinance 2021-40 on first and final reading, seconded by 
Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                 MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-40, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                       MOTION 
 
 
 



December 21, 2021                       PAGE 3 OF 5 
Ordinance 2021-41: An Ordinance prohibiting tampering with and theft of utilities and declaring 
an emergency in the Village of DeGraff, Ohio 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Ordinance 2021-41, seconded by 
Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                                       MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to approve Ordinance 2021-41 on first and final reading, seconded by 
Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                              MOTION 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-41, seconded by Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – 
All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
 
Ordinance 2021-45: Making temporary 2022 appropriations for the current and ordinary 
expenditures of the Village of DeGraff, Ohio pending receipt of the amended certificate of 
estimated resources during part of the fiscal year ending December 31, 2022, and declaring 
an emergency. 
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Ordinance 2021-45, seconded by 
Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                                       MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to approve Ordinance 2021-45 on first and final reading, seconded by 
Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                              MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-45, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – 
All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
 
Ordinance 2021-46: An Ordinance authorizing the hiring of two full time maintenance 
workers for the Village of DeGraff, Ohio and authorizing the hiring of said full time positions 
and declaring an emergency in the Village of DeGraff, Ohio 
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Ordinance 2021-46, seconded 
by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                         MOTION 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to approve Ordinance 2021-46 on first and final reading, 
seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                   MOTION 
Mr. Ropp made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-46, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – 
All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
 
Ordinance 2021-47: An Ordinance modifying the compensation of the village zoning officer 
and declaring an emergency in the Village of DeGraff, Ohio 
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Ordinance 2021-47, seconded by 
Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                                       MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to approve Ordinance 2021-47 on first and final reading, seconded by 
Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                 MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-47, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
 
Ordinance 2021-48: An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor and/or Village Administrator to 
accept FEMA assistance to firefighters grant award and declaring an emergency in the 
Village of DeGraff, Ohio. 
 
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Ordinance 2021-48, seconded by 
Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                         MOTION 
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Mr. Dodds made the motion to approve Ordinance 2021-48 on first and final reading, seconded 
by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                 MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-48, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
 
Ordinance 2021-49: An Ordinance modifying the compensation for the Village of DeGraff 
Village administrator and declaring an emergency in the Village of DeGraff, Ohio 
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Ordinance 2021-49, seconded by 
Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                         MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to approve Ordinance 2021-49 on first and final reading, seconded by 
Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                              MOTION 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-49, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – 
All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
 
Ordinance 2021-50: An Ordinance modifying the compensation of the Village fiscal officer 
and declaring an emergency in the Village of DeGraff, Ohio 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Ordinance 2021-50, seconded by 
Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                         MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to approve Ordinance 2021-50 on first and final reading, seconded by 
Mr. Zink. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                              MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-50, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
 
Ordinance 2021-51: An Ordinance authorizing the mayor to accept a gift of real property 
located within the Village of DeGraff, Ohio and declaring an emergency in the Village of 
DeGraff, Ohio 
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Ordinance 2021-51, seconded 
by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                         MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to approve Ordinance 2021-51 on first and final reading, seconded by 
Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                              MOTION 
Mr. Ropp made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-51, seconded by Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
 
Ordinance 2021-52: An Ordinance authorizing the modification of certain provisions of the 
Village of DeGraff, Ohio employee handbook and declaring an emergency in the Village of 
DeGraff, Ohio. 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Ordinance 2021-52, seconded by 
Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                                       MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to approve Ordinance 2021-52 on first and final reading, seconded by 
Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                              MOTION 
Mr. Ropp made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-52, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – 
All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
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Resolution 2021-53: A Resolution transferring various sums of money in the year 2021 
budget within various funds listed herein, in order to pay obligated expenditures, and 
declaring an emergency  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Resolution 2021-53, seconded by 
Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                         MOTION 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to approve Resolution 2021-53 on first and final reading, 
seconded by Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All Ayes.                   MOTION 
Mr. Ropp made the motion to adopt Resolution 2021-53, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – 
All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
 
Ordinance 2021-54: An Ordinance making supplemental appropriations for current 
expenses and other expenditures for the village of DeGraff, Ohio during the fiscal year 
ending December 31, 2021, and declaring an emergency 
 
Mr. Ropp made the motion to table Ordinance 2021-54 until the next meeting due to wording 
errors, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                              MOTION 
 
Old Business: Council wanted to send thanks for the Christmas event downtown the past 
weekend.  
 
New Business:  
Mr. Dodds made the motion to advertise for two open council seats, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll 
Call – All Ayes.                       MOTION 
 
Ms. Staley mentioned how Mr. Vondenhuevel is maxed out on comp time, she reached out to Mr. 
Wagner about what the Village could do. According to Mr. Wagner, once Mr. Vondenhuevel 
reaches the 240 the Village must pay the additional in overtime pay. Ms. Staley wanted to see 
where council stood on the issue.  
 
Ms. Dodds made the motion to pay the overtime over 240 hours, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. 
Roll Call – All Ayes.                                               MOTION 
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to pay bills, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes. 

                                                     MOTION  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to adjourn at 7:49 PM, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                                                                                                          MOTION                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
 
_________________________________________   _________________________________________ 
Mayor Stephanie Orsborne    Mike Dodds, Council Pro Tempore 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer 
 
All formal actions of the VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF COUNCIL concerning and relating to the adoption 
of Ordinances, Resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting 
open to the public, in compliance with the law, including section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 


