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The Legislative body of the Village of DeGraff convened in regular session from 7:00 P.M. to 9:22 
P.M. 107 S. Main St., DeGraff, OH 43318. 
 
Mayor Orsborne called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the following Council Members and 
staff Present: 

Mayor Stephanie Orsborne – Present  
Sandra Short, Council Member – Present    
Ruth Kueterman, Council Member – Present 
Mike Dodds, President Pro Tempore – Present 
Mike Ropp, Council Member – Present  
Tom Rowley, Council Member – Present 
Teddy Zink, Council Member – Absent   

Staff Present: Chief Chris Prickett, Police Chief; Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer; Ken 
McAlexander, Village Administrator; Zeb Wagner, Solicitor 
 
Mr. Rowley made the motion to suspend the reading and accept the November 16, 2021 minutes, 
seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.                               MOTION 
 
Visitors – 

o Reginald Staples – With Dinsmore & Shoul for the closing of the USDA Loan 
 
Resolution 2021-42: A resolution of the Village of DeGraff authorizing and providing for the 
incurrence of indebtedness for the purpose of providing a portion of the cost Of acquiring, 
constructing, enlarging, improving, and/or extending its dump truck with equipment facility to 
serve an area lawfully within its jurisdiction to serve  
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Resolution 2021-42, seconded by 
Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                         MOTION 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to approve Resolution 2021-42 on first and final reading, 
seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                   MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to adopt Resolution 2021-42, seconded by Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
 
Ordinance 2021-44: An Ordinance authorizing the Village of DeGraff, Logan County, Ohio to 
execute a loan resolution and to issue a limited tax general obligation bond, in an aggregate 
principal amount not to exceed $80,000, to be purchases and held by the United States of 
America, acting through the Rural Housing Services, United States Department of Agriculture, in 
order to finance a vehicle and related capital equipment, and declaring an emergency.  
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Ordinance 2021-44, seconded by 
Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                         MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to approve Ordinance 2021-44 on first and final reading, seconded 
by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                 MOTION 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-44, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – 
All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
 
 



December 7, 2021                            Page 2 of 4 
 
*The Mayor, Solicitor, and Fiscal Officer signed the necessary documentation for the USDA 
Loan* 
 
Resolution 2021-43: A Resolution transferring various sums of money in the year 2021 budget 
within various funds listed herein, in order to pay obligated expenditures, and declaring an 
emergency 
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Resolution 2021-43, 
seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                            MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to approve Resolution 2021-43 on first and final reading, seconded 
by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                 MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to adopt Resolution 2021-43, seconded by Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                 MOTION   

o Daniel Lyons – Observe for WPKO 
 

*Ms. Short was not feeling well, she left at 7:29PM* 
 

Zoning – 30 Permits was the final number for the year 
 
Solicitor – Mr. Wagner will need to ask council to go into executive session at the end of the 
meeting to discuss the acquisition of real estate. In addition, he reworked the tampering with 
utilities Ordinance for the Village, it will hold the customer more accountable.  
 
Village Administrator –Mr. McAlexander went over the following: 

o If the Village does the refinance on the water tower loan with OWDA, the annual savings 
will be about $88,000 over the life of the loan. There is a possibility of splitting the land, 
since the Village does not use half of it. The property would need to be surveyed and 
sold within 90 days of OWDA approving the Village at their board meeting. The property 
would have no road frontage, and if the Village granted an easement it could be an 
issue. Council agreed that would be a big task for the Village. Mr. McAlexander will 
move forward with the refinance and not sell the portion of land.  

o The well work has not started. It has been rescheduled for the 20th of December. The 
copy has had some issues with equipment. Mr. McAlexander has a back up plan in place 
for the wells.  

o Couple of weeks ago there was some electrical repairs at the water plant. Had to 
replace the breaker boxes. That was work that was built into the loan, so that will save 
the Village some money, since we had to get it done earlier.  

o Mr. McAlexander provided council with a letter received from the EPA on the water 
plant blueprints. The chemical room may have to be addressed now. Mr. McAlexander 
was hoping we wouldn’t have to address, but EPA asked about spill containment. The 
chemical room is small and barely holds everything now, so we may need to add on to 
the room. In addition, the generator is not allowed to be gas now. The current one at the 
plant is gas. Mr. McAlexander has sent an email out asking if the generator at the water 
plant is enough to use at the Mill St. sewer station. The generator out there is older and 
if we can upgrade that one, that would be the best scenario. 

o Mr. Stevens has not signed the easement as of yet. The Mayor and Village Administrator 
offered to pay compensation for the easement, or to buy a portion of the land.  

o DeGraff has been down the last few months in the percentage sent to the sewer plant. 
Our yearly average as of right now is at 61%. This would be another drop in the amount 
DeGraff would be paying.  

o Appropriations have been started. We are down the water and sewer accounts.  
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o Maintenance finished picking up leaves today. They took the leaf box off and got the salt 
box and plow on the truck.  

o The Village has received no part time maintenance applications. Mr. McAlexander would 
like to hire a full-time person. This would eliminate the part time position right now. Mr. 
Wagner will work on preparing an Ordinance for hire.  

o Employee evaluations are done. Mr. McAlexander would like to give Mr. Vondenhuevel a 
$1.25 per hour raise. This would bring his hourly rate to $20 per hour. In addition, he is 
requesting the other employees receive a 2.5% raise to their salary. Mr. Vondenhuevel 
has done excellent work this year, and learned a lot.  

 Mayor Orsborne informed council she also has completed Mr. 
McAlexander’ s review and is requesting he also receive a 2.5% raise to 
his salary.  
 

Mr. Dodds made the motion to approve the raise for Mr. Vondenhuevel to $20 per hour starting 
the first of 2022, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                MOTION 
 
Mr. Wagner will prepare the Ordinances for the other employees for the next council meeting.  

 
Utility – No Report 
 
Safety – The Fire Department hired a grant writer, if the Village receives the grant there is a 
possibility of paying 10%. Mr. Wagner will prepare an Ordinance for the Village. One turnout gear 
was ordered, the invoice was received today. Mr. Dodds spoke about the EMS meeting. 
Rosewood is separating from Riverside EMS, and Riverside stated they cannot continue on the 
funding they are receiving. If the Village signed into Lakeview EMS, that could possibly create a 
9-person board, and they may cause a problem. There is a tentative meeting for December 16th 
at 6PM to discuss with the prosecutor. Mayor Orsborne explained it would cost about $360 per 
$100,000 for a 3.5% levy, if EMS comes in at that and the Village eventually wants to raise the 
Fire levy they fear one will fail. Mr. Dodds suggested forming a Fire, EMS, Police district. Ms. 
Staley was asked to publish the meeting as public, so all council could come is they chose.  
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to have Mr. Wagner create a resolution for the FEMA grant for 
the Village to pay 10%, seconded by Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All Ayes.    MOTION 
 
Finance – Ms. Staley discussed the following 

o The Village is now eligible to switch their bond carrier. A couple years ago the insurance 
companies were taking over the bonds, DeGraff was not eligible because of the 
investigation. With the processes we have put in place we are now able to switch. This 
would save the Village some money, and the bonding is set by council.  

o A letter received from Belle Center about doing a resolution to have the County 
Commissioners change has local government funds was received. This would not affect 
DeGraff very much. Ms. Staley will present a resolution at the next council meeting.  

 
Parks –Squirrel Linet grant has been submitted. The committee also submitted their wishlist for 
appropriations. Mr. Rowley will get in touch with Ms. Sandy Ward at Quincy about their bench 
cover at the park.  
 
Cemetery – No Report 
 
Joint Sewer Board- Mr. Ropp went over Mr. Jacobs report: 

o Sludge has been sent, may do one more this year.  
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o Permit has been renewed, it renews every 5 years 
o The yearly sludge report will be completed soon 
o 1 sanitary sewer overflow was reported this year 

 
Special Firehouse Committee – No Report. 
 
Ordinance 2021-40: Village of Degraff rules and regulations governing the use of municipal 
utilities, and declaring an emergency.  
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to accept Ordinance 2021-40 on 1st reading only, seconded by Mr. 
Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                          MOTION 
 
Ordinance 2021-41: An Ordinance prohibiting tampering with and theft of utilities and declaring 
an emergency in the Village of DeGraff, Ohio 
 
Mr. Ropp made the motion to accept Ordinance 2021-41 on 1st reding only, seconded by Ms. 
Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                             MOTION 
 
Old Business: None 
 
New Business: None 
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to pay bills, seconded by Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All Ayes. 

                                                     MOTION  
Mr. Dodds made the motion to enter executive session at 8:55PM with all of council, The Mayor, 
and Solicitor to discuss the purchase and acquisition of property, personnel matters on hiring 
and firing, and pending litigation matters, seconded by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.     
                          MOTION 
 
Mr. Rowley made the motion to exit executive session with no action taken at 9:22PM, seconded 
by Ms. Kueterman. Roll Call – All Ayes.                    MOTION 
 
Ms. Kueterman made the motion to adjourn at 9:22 PM, seconded by Mr. Rowley. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                                                                                                          MOTION                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________   _________________________________________ 
Mayor Stephanie Orsborne    Mike Dodds, Council Pro Tempore 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer 
 
All formal actions of the VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF COUNCIL concerning and relating to the adoption 
of Ordinances, Resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting 
open to the public, in compliance with the law, including section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 


