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The Legislative body of the Village of DeGraff convened in regular session from 7:00 P.M. to 7:44 P.M. 
107 S. Main St., DeGraff, OH 43318. 
 
Mayor Orsborne called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the following Council Members and staff 
Present: 

Mayor Stephanie Orsborne – Present  
Mike Dodds, Council Member – Present 
Mike Ropp, Council Member – Present 
Tom Rowley, Council Member – Present 
Nancy Hall, Council Member – Present  
Sandra Short, President Pro Tempore – Present 
Tonya Castallante, Council Member - Absent   

Staff Present: Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer; Terry Brentlinger, Police Chief; Ken McAlexander, 
Village Administrator; Zeb Wagner, Solicitor 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the reading and accept the December 20, 2022 minutes, 
seconded by Mr. Rowley. Roll Call – All ayes.                                                                         MOTION 
 
Mayor Orsborne explained with the beginning of the year a new President Pro Tempore needs to be 
elected. Mr. Dodds nominated Mr. Short, and there were no other nominations. 
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to elect Ms. Short as President Pro Tempore, seconded by Mr. Rowley. 
Roll Call – All Ayes Ms. Short – Abstain.                     MOTION 
 
Visitors – 

Gary Pond – The legion is having a fish fry on January 14th. They are working with Vic to set 
up a special wings and tenderloin event in February. The legion also mentioned that their 
finances are stable.  
Linda Eaton – Ms. Eaton came wanting to know what is going on with the EMS. There was an 
accident that happened and it took 20-30 minutes for an EMS to respond. Mayor Orsborne 
explained the Village contracts with the EMS, but that is all the council does with EMS. 
Riverside EMS has mentioned about dissolving, but DeGraff is under contract with them until 
the end of January. Once the contract ends the Village will be putting it out for bid for EMS 
coverage. Ms. Eaton expressed she is worried about EMS services. She believes the Village 
should have fire, EMS, and police coverage. Mayor Orsborne explained the village is looking 
into building a new fire house and will need a fire truck in the years to come. The council will 
be putting on an income tax levy in May for 0.5%, that will not affect residents on fixed 
incomes. Ms. Eaton stated it may be wise to do some fundraisers as well. Ms. Short 
explained that Ms. Eaton may be able to make the EMS meeting at the Riverside squad 
house, as they are having a meeting tonight as well.  

 
Zoning – One permit is in motion for a home on Moore St. Tyler Parker recently bought the house that 
burned, and is redoing it.  
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Solicitor – Mr. Wagner commented on Ordinance 2023-03, the new rules and regulations Ordinance 
for Village utilities. He organized the language and changed who pays for a utility bill. The bills will 
now stay with the property and not the resident/owner.  Mayor Orsborne asked if he has heard 
anything from Riverside EMS attorney. Mr. Wagner explained he has spoken to Mr. Daniel Bay, but he 
has not spoken in depth with Riverside EMS as of yet. He is aware of the issues, and he will speak 
with Riverside and get back with Mr. Wagner.  
 
Village Administrator – Mr. McAlexander spoke about the following: 

 Water Treatment Plant specs are getting finalized and will be sent to DEFA, 
then we will be able to advertise for bids then the final finance can be 
prepared. There is a Resolution on the agenda tonight for the revolving loan 
fund. Poggemeyer has stated the specs close to done for DEFA t review. 
Hopefully we will be able to bid in the next couple of months.  

 Access Engineering surveyed for the water line engineering.  
 The cold days over Christmas had several calls for troubles. The Village is 

losing water somewhere. We may need to call in Aqualine to find leaks. The 
maintenance department will continue to monitor. 

 Had to cut some roots out of the sewer at Stahler’s residence on S. Main St. 
The pipe has been cameraed and will foam for roots. 200 block of Koke St. 
also had a sewer issue and that has been resolved.  

 The generator at the Mill St. Pump Station that is 50 years old and parts are 
obsolete, had a grant submitted and the Village can be reimbursed $50,000 
to replace it. Mr. McAlexander should know more this week. With the 
remaining the Village could look at a loan through DEFA. A little engineering 
will need to be done, Mr. McAlexander is still waiting on information about 
that.  

 A grant through EPA for $10,000 equipment was submitted for the Village. 
Mr. McAlexander applied for valve turning equipment, this is part of the new 
Asset Management rules. The valves in the whole Village must be turned 
every 5 years.  

 The new emergency siren project should be completed sometime around 
February. Equipment is in, just waiting on the builders.  

 Got the old dump truck back today from repairs. However, it is still having 
issues. The hydraulics are not working as they should.  

 There was a write up in the paper about the water main loop. Mr. Rowley 
asked about how much the Village will pay. Mr. McAlexander explained the 
ARP funds the Village received and money budgeting to bring the total the 
Village will pay to $205,000. This will allow the Village to have two supply 
lines after it is completed.  
 

Utility Committee – No Report 
 
Safety Committee – Mr. Dodds had nothing for safety. However, he wanted the new safety committee 
to be aware of the number of people responding to and going out on calls and attending meetings. Mr. 
Rowley believes the ORC states they have to go on 3 runs per quarter.  
Mr. Rowley also mentioned he received a citizen complaint about a certain vehicle going to fast on 
235. He will speak with the police chief about it later.  
 
Mayor Orsborne mentioned to remind council that the special meetings will start this month for 
CBDG and firehouse discussion. They are the 2nd Tuesday at 6:00PM 
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Finance – Ms. Staley mentioned the following:  

 Temporary’s are entered into computer and have begun paying bills out of 
them.  

 There is an Ordinance to adopt the 2023 basic code book, which has been 
ordered.  
 

Park Committee – No Report.  
 
Cemetery – No Report.    
 
Joint Sewer Board- Meeting Monday at 1:00 PM; screen room is getting fixed.   
 
Special Firehouse Committee – Next Tuesday at 6:00PM  
 
Ordinances & Resolutions: 
 
Resolution 2023-01: A Resolution authorizing the Mayor and/or Village Administrator to apply for, 
accept, and enter into a water supply revolving loan account (WSRLA) agreement on behalf of the 
Village of DeGraff for planning, design, and/or construction of water facilities; and designating a 
dedicated repayment source for the loan, and declaring an emergency 
 
Ms. Castallante made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Resolution 2023-01, seconded by 
Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to accept Resolution 2023-01 on first and final reading, seconded by Mr. 
Dodds.                                             -                               MOTION 
Mr. Ropp made the motion to adopt Resolution 2023-01 on third and final reading, seconded by Ms. 
Castallante. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
 
Ordinance 2023-02: An Ordinance approving, adopting, and enacting American Legal Publishing’s Ohio 
Basic Code, 2023 Edition, as the code of Ordinances for the Municipality of DeGraff, Ohio, and 
declaring an emergency  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Ordinance 2023-02, seconded by Mr. 
Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to accept Ordinance 2023-02 on first and final reading, seconded by Mr. 
Dodds.                                             -                               MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-02 on third and final reading, seconded by Mr. 
Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
 
Ordinance 2023-03: An Ordinance adopting rules and regulations governing the use of municipal 
utilities in the Village of DeGraff, Ohio, and declaring an emergency. 
 
Mr. Ropp made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Ordinance 2023-03, seconded by Ms. 
Castallante. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to accept Ordinance 2023-03 on first and final reading, seconded by Mr. 
Ropp.                                             -                               MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-03 on third and final reading, seconded by Ms. 
Hall. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                  MOTION 
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Old Business:  Mr. Rowley mentioned about some property issues. Property on Moore St. the cellar 
and foundation openings have been covered. Mr. Rowley would like to see the council take the next 
steps on the Mill St. property. There are at least 8 green bags and a utility cart full of garbage. Chief 
Brentlinger spoke with the resident, and he is getting rid of the garbage just not in a timely manner. 
Chief Brentlinger stated he will speak with him again before council takes the next action. Council 
decided to talk until the next meeting and reevaluate the property.    
 
New Business: Mayor Orsborne reminded council she would like to know committee chairs by the 
next meeting.   
 
Ms. Short made the motion to pay bills, seconded by Ms. Castallante. Roll Call – All Ayes.        MOTION  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to adjourn at 7:44 PM, seconded by Mr. Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.                     
                                                                                                                                               MOTION                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________   _________________________________________ 
Mayor Stephanie Orsborne    Sandra Short, Council Pro Tempore 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
l formal actions of the VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF COUNCIL concerning and relating to the adoption of 
Ordinances, Resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to 
the public, in compliance with the law, including section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 


