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The Legislative body of the Village of DeGraff convened in regular session from 7:00 P.M. to 7:53 P.M. 107 S. Main St., 
DeGraff, OH 43318. 
 
Mayor Stephanie Orsborne called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the following Council Members and staff 
Present: 

Mayor Stephanie Orsborne – Present 
Sue Walls, Council Member – Present 
Gabe Kean, Council Member – Present 
Nancy Hall, Council Member – Present  
Sandra Short, President Pro Tempore – Present 
Tom Rowley, Council Member – Present 
Heidi Duckro, Council Member - Present 
  

Staff Present: Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer; Greg Beatty, Fire Chief; Zeb Wagner, Solicitor; Ken McAlexander, Village 
Administrator 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the reading and accept the January 21, 2025 minutes as presented, seconded by 
Ms. Hall.  Roll Call – All ayes. Mr. Rowley - Abstain                                                                                                         
MOTION 
 
Visitors – 
 
Zoning – No Report.   
 
Solicitor – No Report.  
 
Village Administrator – Mr. McAlexander went over the following:  

• The new generator and transfer switch will be hooked up to the natural gas on Monday. Still 
working on other punch list items to finish the plant project.  

• There is a change order on the agenda for tonight to cover the cost of the security system. The cost 
has risen, since we got the quote over a year ago.  

• Neighborhood grant- sewer work is completed; water work is in progress. Will be working at 5 
points to hook everything in and abandon the old line. Trying to keep interruptions to customer to a 
minimum. There is still money available in the grant to move services and hydrants to opposite side 
of the street on Ellis.  

• Question was arising about whether the village should start charging Riverside EMS for water 
services. The village has not charged them on 2 years, due to the fact they were closing and the 
villages were working on a district. Mr. McAlexander believes they are only open to provide a 
mutual aid contract. Mayor Orsborne thinks council should consider at least charging them the debt 
service fee, which is $18.80 per month.  

 
Mr. Rowley made the motion to start billing Riverside EMS the debt service fee, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All 
Ayes. Mr. Kean and Ms. Duckro – Abstain          MOTION 
 

• The fence is being moved but we did not need a change order, the money is coming out of the 
general allowance. Cost will be $3800. 
 

Safety Committee – Ms. Staley mentioned she had received a response back from Indian Joint Fire District. They have 
agreed to the terms we set forth. Council asked Mr. Wagner to review the contract, as Indian Joint’s solicitor prepared it, 
and council would discus again toward the end of the meeting.  
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Finance – Ms. Staley mentioned the following:  
 

• Ms. Staley explained there is a grant available for records management. The Village could apply for park of 
the scanning cost.  

 
Ms. Short made the motion to apply for the grant, seconded by Mr. Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.      MOTION 
 

• Ms. Staley mentioned that Ms. Stewart, the utility clerk, has expressed interest in obtaining more hours and 
she would be willing to help with some of the scanning.  

 
Mr. Kean made the motion to allow Ms. Stewart to do 8 extra hours per week for scanning, seconded by Ms. Duckro. Roll 
Call – All Ayes.             MOTION 
 
Park Committee – Mr. Rowley explained they would be doing praise in the park again this year in September. However, 
they will not be serving food this year, they are going to try and get food trucks to come in.    
 
Ms. Staley explained she received the bill for the food license for the concession stand. Council agreed we should keep 
the food license the same.  
 
Ms. Duckro explained she had spoken with Mr. Ron Pope and he has agreed to volunteer to paint the climber, as long as 
the village supplies the paint.  
 
Mr. Rowley also explained if the village hires a maintenance person this year, he would like them to blow out the shelter 
houses once per week. Last year he received some complaints about the rocks in them.  
 
Cemetery – No report.   
 
Joint Sewer Board- Ms. Walls went over the following:  

• The Sewer plant lost the contract with the energy provider, due to the plant being out of corporation. Mr. 
McAlexander and Ms. Ward, Quincy Fiscal Officer, will reach out to their suppliers and see what can be done. 
The board also discussed possibly incorporating the plant, so this does not happen again.  

• Will be purchasing VFD’s for around $8,000.  
• The board approved a raise for Mr. Gary Leiss of a $1 per hour. He is now making $16 per hour 
• Land application will be happening in the spring.  

 
Ordinances & Resolutions: 
 
Ordinance 2025-09:  An Ordinance amending Ordinance 2024-18 to increase the municipal income tax by seventy-five 
hundredths of one percent (0.75%) per annum for a continuing period of time for the purpose of paying costs of 
acquiring, constructing, furnishing, equipping, improving, maintaining, and operating a municipal fire station facility, a fire 
truck and related fire apparatus or other fire equipment owned by the Village of DeGraff, including any related operating 
expenses, and paying any debt service charges incurred in connection therewith, authorizing the question of such 
increase to be placed on the ballot at the election to be held on May 6, 2025 and declaring an emergency. 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Ordinance 2025-09, seconded by Ms. Hall. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.               MOTION 
Mr. Rowley made the motion to accept Ordinance 2025-09, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.     MOTION 
Mr. Kean made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-09, seconded by Ms. Duckro. Roll Call – All Ayes.     MOTION 
 
Resolution 2025-10:  A Resolution to place the issue of increasing the municipal income tax by seventy-five Hundredths 
of one percent (0.75%) per annum for a continuing period of time as provided in ordinance 2025-09, on the ballot at the 
election to be held on May 6, 2025, and directing the board of elections of Logan County, Ohio to conduct such election, 
and declaring an emergency. 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Resolution 2025-10, seconded by Ms. Walls. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.               MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to accept Resolution 2025-10, seconded by Mr. Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.     MOTION 
Mr. Kean made the motion to adopt Resolution 2025-10, seconded by Ms. Walls. Roll Call – All Ayes.                      MOTION 
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Ordinance 2025-11: An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor and/or Village Administrator to approve a change order for the 
water treatment plant replacement project No. 127800-006 and declaring an emergency in the Village of DeGraff, Ohio. 
 
Mr. Kean made the motion to suspend the 3-reading rule for Ordinance 2025-11, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.               MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to accept Ordinance 2025-11, seconded by Ms. Hall. Roll Call – All Ayes.                      MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-11, seconded by Mr. Kean. Roll Call – All Ayes.                      MOTION 
 
Old Business: Mr. Wagner discussed the Indian Joint Fire District Contract. No exhibit A was attached, as stated in the 
contract, Section 18 talks about splitting cost for mediation and talked about Arbitration, Mr. Wagner believes this 
paragraph is misplaced and should be removed. Council asked Ms. Staley to send back to Indian Joint with the 
recommendations.   
 
New Business: Company in town is still cutting trees from power lines.   
 
Ms. Hall made the motion to pay bills, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes       MOTION  
 
Ms. Walls made the motion to adjourn at 7:53 PM, seconded by Ms. Duckro. Roll Call – All Ayes.                              MOTION                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________   _________________________________________ 
Mayor Stephanie Orsborne    Gabe Kean, Council Pro Tempore 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer 
 
 
 
 

All formal actions of the VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF COUNCIL concerning and relating to the adoption of Ordinances, 
Resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the public, in compliance with the 

law, including section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 


