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The Legislative body of the Village of DeGraff convened in regular session from 7:00 P.M. to 8:22 P.M. 
107 S. Main St., DeGraff, OH 43318. 
 
Mayor Orsborne called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the following Council Members and staff 
Present: 

Mayor Stephanie Orsborne – Present  
Mike Dodds, Council Member – Absent 
Mike Ropp, Council Member – Present 
Tom Rowley, Council Member – Present 
Nancy Hall, Council Member – Present  
Sandra Short, President Pro Tempore – Present 
Tonya Castallante, Council Member - Present  
  

Staff Present: Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer; Terry Brentlinger, Police Chief; Ken McAlexander, 
Village Administrator 
 
Ms. Short made a motion to excuse Mr. Dodds due to being out of state, seconded by Ms. Hall. Roll 
Call – All Ayes.                                                   MOTION 
 
Mr. Ropp made the motion to suspend the reading and accept the June 20, 2023 minutes, seconded by 
Ms. Castallante. Roll Call – All ayes.                                                                                       MOTION 
 
Visitors – 

Gabe Kean – Observe 
Eric Bell/John Franck/Susan Borton – They will be putting on a car show on July 21st from 
4pm to 7pm on Main St. They have contacted the state and have permission to close the road, 
they would like the council’s permission as well and ask if they can put up detour signs. They 
are asking from 3pm-8pm to give time to set up and clean up.  

 
Ms. Castallante made the motion to allow for the road closure, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                                              MOTION 
 

Greg Beatty-Chief Beatty was present to give the recommendation for assistant chief. He is 
recommending Mr. Clinton Buchenroth as assistant chief and Mr. Daryl Cordrey will become 
Lieutenant.  Fire department has been working on hydrant testing and Chief Beatty has 
contacted ISO. They have also met with Link construction on a rough quote on some possible 
upgrades to the building. 

 
Ms. Short made the motion to accept the recommendation on Assistant Chief Mr. Clinton Buchenroth, 
seconded by Ms. Hall. Roll Call – All Ayes.                     MOTION 
 

Gary Pond – Spoke about some repairs that will be taking place at the Legion. Carpenter 
Bees are bad, they will be changing the soffit, some was donated to them. Dave Cavinder will 
be the commander effective September 1st.  

 
Zoning – Mr. Orsborne explained he has issued 15 permits to date. There is a potential for two more 
homes to be built in DeGraff.  Property on Koke St in disrepair has been notified by the health 
department. The property owner has been notified on what will need to be fixed.  
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Solicitor – No Report  
  
Village Administrator – Mr. McAlexander went over the following:  

 The CBDG water loop grant through the commissioners is ready to 
bid, however, we will be waiting a month. There was some 
information on more possible grant money, so we will wait and see 
if we get any additional money.  

 Mapping for the lead and copper lines is due next fall.  
 Mr. Fulmer has passed his water license exam. He is listed as an 

operator in training, because he still needs service time. Question 
on the handbook on pay increase. It does not spell it out when the 
raise would go into effect.  

 
Ms. Castallante made the motion to allow for a $1 once exam is passed and a $1 once license is 
received, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                 MOTION 
 

 Drainage work on S. Koke is completed. There is a meeting on the 
20th at 8AM, we will now who will be doing the road paving and a 
timeline.  

 Mr. McAlexander obtained some quotes to put a new roof on 107 S. 
Main. (Attached) 

 
Ms. Castallante made the motion to go with the quote from Stidham’s for a metal roof, seconded by 
Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.                       MOTION 
 

 A group from Mary Rutan is donating time to stain the donated 
picnic tables from the DeGraff Country Fair. 

 The sleeves have been installed for the frisbee golf and the rest 
will be installed next week.  

 Mr. McAlexander asked about is having a CDL an increase to pay? 
There is only one guy qualified to pick up equipment when it is 
rented. Questions arose on was it considered when he was hired, 
how often is it used, etc… 

 
Ms. Short made the motion to table the CDL discussion until further questions could be answered, 
seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                  MOTION 
 

 Mr. McAlexander went over the water plant Ordinance (Attached). 
There were two bids Plan 1 was over the 10% of the engineering 
estimate, so we cannot award it at all. Plan 2 with the smaller 
tanks came in around $1.3 million. There are some advantages to 
having smaller tanks. Our loan will be through DEFA, they have the 
best rate believe it is 2.33% interest for a 30-year mortgage. Annual 
payment looks like to be $72,105.55. There may be a minor rate 
increase in the future.  

 
Utility Committee – No Report.  
 
Safety Committee – No Report.  
 
Finance – Ms. Staley mentioned that she is working on several grants for the Village. We just 
received grants from the Squirrel Linet Foundation for two more sets of turnout gear and a grant 
from Wal-Mart for some hose fittings.  

 



Park Committee – Mr. Rowley mentioned the other equipment from the Natureworks grant is on hold 
until the maintenance guys have time. Also, he wanted mentioned the bathrooms need to be cleaned.  

 
Cemetery – No Report.     
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Joint Sewer Board- The plant is getting some high mercury readings again. He has sampled from 
Quincy only and we are awaiting the results. The board is asking to purchase two new heaters for the 
screen room. The original heaters are corroded and that building has to stay heated in the winter. 
Would be $12,000 to replace both.      
 
Ms. Short made the motion to purchase two new heaters for $12,000, seconded by Ms. Hall. Roll Call 
– All Ayes.                                                                MOTION 
 
Mr. Rowley also wanted to note that Quincy gives raises every 3 years and DeGraff does every year. 
He would like to see about giving Mr. Coy a raise before 3 years. Mayor Orsborne explained this is 
something the board should discuss. Also noted, is next year DeGraff will be paying 69% of the billing 
at the plant.  
 
Special Firehouse Committee: On hold for now.   
 
Ordinances & Resolutions 
 
Ordinance 2023-28: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ACCEPT A GIFT OF REAL 
PROPERTY LOCATED WITHIN THE VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF, OHIO AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY IN 
THE VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF, OHIO. 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the 3-rule reading for Ordinance 2023-28, seconded by Mr. 
Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
Mr. Ropp made the motion to accept Ordinance 2023-28 on the first and final reading, seconded by 
Mr. Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
Ms. Castallante made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-28, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                                 MOTION 
 
Ordinance 2023-29: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND/OR VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR TO 
ENTER INTO CONTRACT FOR THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT REPLACEMENT PROJECT NO. 127800-
006 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY IN THE VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF, OHIO. 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the 3-rule reading for Ordinance 2023-29, seconded by Mr. 
Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
Ms. Castallante made the motion to accept Ordinance 2023-29 on the first and final reading, seconded 
by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
Mr. Ropp made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-29, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.  
                                                                             MOTION 
 



Ordinance 2023-30: AN ORDINANCE INCREASING ESTIMATED RESOUCES IN THE FIRE FUND TO 
ACCOUNT FOR GRANTS FUNDS RECEIVED, AND APPROPRIATING THE GRANT FUNDS WITHIN THE 
FIRE FUND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY IN THE VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF 
 
Mr. Rowley made the motion to suspend the 3-rule reading for Ordinance 2023-30, seconded by Mr. 
Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to accept Ordinance 2023-30 on the first and final reading, seconded by 
Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
Mr. Ropp made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-30, seconded by Ms. Hall. Roll Call – All Ayes.  
                                                                             MOTION 
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Old Business:  Mayor Orsborne stated some residents have inquired about Fall garage sales. The first 
weekend is Labor Day weekend in Septemeber, so Mayor Orsborne thought maybe the second 
weekend in Spetember.  
 
Ms. Castallante made the motion to have Fall community garage sales on September 9th, seconded by 
Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
 
New Business:  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to pay bills, seconded by Ms. Castallante. Roll Call – All Ayes.        MOTION  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to adjourn at 8:22 PM, seconded by Mr. Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.                     
                                                                                                                                               MOTION                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________   _________________________________________ 
Mayor Stephanie Orsborne    Sandra Short, Council Pro Tempore 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All formal actions of the VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF COUNCIL concerning and relating to the adoption of Ordinances, 
Resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the public, in compliance with the 
law, including section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 


