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The Legislative body of the Village of DeGraff convened in regular session from 7:00 P.M. to 7:59 P.M. 107 S. 
Main St., DeGraff, OH 43318. 
 
Mayor Orsborne called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the following Council Members and staff 
Present: 

Mayor Stephanie Orsborne – Present  
Mike Dodds, Council Member – Present 
Mike Ropp, Council Member – Present 
Tom Rowley, Council Member – Present 
Nancy Hall, Council Member – Present  
Sandra Short, President Pro Tempore – Present 
Tonya Castallante, Council Member - Absent  
  

Staff Present: Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer; Greg Beatty, Fire Chief; Zeb Wagner, Solicitor 
 
Ms. Hall made a motion to excuse Ms. Castallante, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.   
                                                                            MOTION 
 
Mr. Rowley made the motion to suspend the reading and accept the July 11, 2023 minutes, seconded by Ms. 
Short. Roll Call – All ayes.                                                                                                     MOTION 
 
Visitors – 

Gabe Kean – Observe 
Kienna Whitman - Observe 
Barb Eaton – She was here to request an alley be vacating that is behind her home. Mayor 
Orsborne explained that Mr. McAlexander and Ms. Staley have been looking into if the alley has 
already been vacated. Ms. Eaton is wanting to put a hoe on her property located on Miami St. 
Mayor Orsborne explained Mr. McAlexander will look into and get back with Ms. Eaton. 
Gary Pond – Legion is still working on repairs that was explained at last meeting. Mr. Pond also 
spoke about losing two family members in the last year waiting for EMS services. He believes 
council has fire and EMS needs backwards. Mayor Orsborne explained her and Mr. McAlexander 
are looking at options. Ms. Gail Dodds spoke about how the community members need to stand up 
and get something done. There are people in the village who are willing to volunteer, but local 
EMS services will not allow them. They feel it is political. Community members stated how many 
people have to die before action is taken. Mayor Orsborne explained they have spoke with the 
other entities, but we cannot push them to join something they don’t want to join.  
Carlton Miller – Observe 
David Cavinder – Observe 
Gail Dodds – Observe 
Ronetta Fosnaugh – Observe 

 
Zoning – No Report.   
 
Solicitor – The acquisition is completed for the property donated by the DeGraff Country Fair Committee.   
  
Village Administrator – No Report.  
 
Utility Committee – No Report.  
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Safety Committee – Ms. Short went over the following: 

 The Fire Department has inventoried all of the old gear upstairs above the 
firehouse. One set will be donated to the historical society, and the rest will be 
decided.  

 Our new officer Mr. Brad Fleck needs some uniform shirts.  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to allow Mr. Fleck to get three (3) shirts not to exceed $300, seconded by Ms. 
Hall. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                    MOTION 
  

 The Fire Department has received two resignations. One from Mr. John Hunkler 
and one from Mr. Colby Ransbottom 

 
Ms. Short made the motion to accept the resignation of Mr. John Hunkler and would like to thank him for 
his years of service, seconded by Mr. Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.                  MOTION 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to accept the resignation of Mr. Colby Ransbottom and would like to thank him 
for his years of service, seconded by Mr. Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.                  MOTION 
 

 The Following properties will receive 1st violation nuisance notices: 
 210 S. Main St. – Garbage in backyard and weeds above 12” 

Ms. Hall made the motion to send notice to 210 S. Main St., seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                                                                                                                   
MOTION 

 212 S. Main St. – grass over 12” 
Ms. Hall made the motion to send notice to 212 S. Main St., seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                                                                                                                   
MOTION 

 314 N. Koke St. – Pile of garbage on side of home 
Mr. Rowley made the motion to send notice to 314 N. Koke St., seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                                                                                                                   
MOTION 
 

 The Police department is going looking at adding an impound lot. The safety 
Committee will be looking over some paperwork and bring suggestions back 
to council.  

 Ms. Short stated the property compliant forms do not have a signature line. 
She would like it to have a signature line. Mr. Wagner stated there is no 
requirement to sign them. 

Ms. Short made the motion to add a signature line to the property complaint forms, seconded by Mr. 
Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
 

 Ms. Short mentioned Chief Brent linger had brought up that council adopts the 
Basic Code every year and there is a weed and litter section in the basic code. 
Mr. Wagner needs to look into to see the wording in the section.  

 Ms. Short attended some zoning meetings and she would like council to look at 
our current junk vehicle ordinance. She doesn’t think because a vehicle has 
outdated tags it should constitute a junk vehicle, it should have at least 2 things 
wrong.  

 Discussion on Fire gear and donating a set to the historical society. Chief Beatty 
stated that the oldest set found is from the 90’s. 

Ms. Short made the motion to gather a set to donate to the historical society and have Ordinance for 
donation, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.      MOTION 
 
Finance – No Report.  
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Park Committee – Mr. Rowley mentioned the following: 

 Mr. Darek Zook approached him about using the park for coach pitch and t-ball. 
They will only be using the field and not the restrooms for practice.  

Mr. Rowley made the motion to allow them to use the ball diamonds, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                                MOTION 
 

 Mr. Vondenhuevel thinks the 2nd hole for the frisbee golf is too close to the 
fields.  

 Mr. Ropp mentioned about maybe putting some lockable cabinets in the 
restrooms for cleaning products, the closet they are currently kept in a mess. 
There is hose thrown in there.  
 

Cemetery – No Report.     
  
Joint Sewer Board- No Report. 
 
Special Firehouse Committee: On hold for now.   
 
Ordinances & Resolutions 
 
Ordinance 2023-31: An Ordinance authorizing the modification of certain provisions of the Village of 
DeGraff, Ohio employee handbook and declaring an emergency in the Village of DeGraff, Ohio 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the 3-rule reading for Ordinance 2023-31, seconded by Mr. Ropp. 
Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to accept Ordinance 2023-31 on the first and final reading, seconded by Mr. 
Rowley. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-31, seconded by Mr. Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.  
                                                                             MOTION 
 
Old Business:  Mayor Orsborne wanted to remind everyone on the car show on Friday in downtown from 
4pm-7pm.  
 
New Business:  
Ms. Short made the motion to go into executive session at 7:47 PM with the Mayor, Solicitor, and Fiscal 
Officer present to discuss personnel issues with the maintenance department, seconded by Mr. Dodds. Roll 
Call – All Ayes.                                                 MOTION 
 
Council exited executive session at 7:58 PM with no action taken 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to pay bills, seconded by Ms. Hall. Roll Call – All Ayes.                    MOTION  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to adjourn at 7:59 PM, seconded by Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                                                                                                                                    
MOTION                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
 
_________________________________________   _________________________________________ 
Mayor Stephanie Orsborne    Sandra Short, Council Pro Tempore 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer 
 
All formal actions of the VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF COUNCIL concerning and relating to the adoption of Ordinances, 
Resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the public, in compliance with the 
law, including section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 



 


