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The Legislative body of the Village of DeGraff convened in regular session from 7:00 P.M. to 7:48 P.M. 107 S. 
Main St., DeGraff, OH 43318. 
 
Mayor Orsborne called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the following Council Members and staff 
Present: 

Mayor Stephanie Orsborne – Present  
Mike Dodds, Council Member – Present 
Mike Ropp, Council Member – Present 
Tom Rowley, Council Member – Present 
Nancy Hall, Council Member – Present  
Sandra Short, President Pro Tempore – Present 
Tonya Castallante, Council Member - Present  
  

Staff Present: Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer; Ken McAlexander, Village Administrator 
 
Mr. Rowley made the motion to suspend the reading and accept the July 18, 2023 minutes, seconded by Ms. 
Castallanete. Roll Call – All ayes.                                                                                                            MOTION 
 
Visitors – 

Gabe Kean – Observe 
Gary Pond – Mr. Pond asked if the work on the legion needed a permit. Mayor Orsborne explained 
it does not need a permit t change the soffit.  

 
Zoning – Mr. Orsborne has an extension through the village line for zoning calls, it does go directly to his 
cell phone. Several permits are being processed. There is a meeting coming up with FEMA on floodplain.    
 
Solicitor – No Report.  
  
Village Administrator – Legislation on the agenda for the Water treatment plant. The village has acquired 
$545,000 in grant money for the project. The loan will be through DEFA and we are just waiting on the 
contracts to be signed for the acceptance of the grant. Looking at a possible $.50 - $.75 raise in water and 
still looking at the sewer. The water line project will be advertised within the next week. The 
commissioner’s office will be handling that, completion should be by fall of next year. The lead & copper 
study has to be done by next fall per EPA. The lines have to be digitized and know the material going into 
the home. There will possibly need some excavation on some to find the material. On sewage we received 
a $50,000 grant for a generator the village can reapply for the application for next year to continue.  
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to reapply for the generator grant for next year, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll 
Call – All Ayes.                          MOTION 
 
October Shelley materials will be in the Village for paving this year. The catch basin on Cornish Dr. has 
been repaired. Fifteen stop signs have been replaced within the Village. We should find out about the 
Neighborhood Revitalization grant sometime between September & November. Virginia Drive has been an 
issue for years. It has never technically been a street and there are no easements for the water & Sewer. 
Mr. Dustin Shoe is approaching Mr. Crockett about the possibility of fixing the issue with Virginia Drive. Ms. 
Short mentioned possibly just getting easements.  
 
Utility Committee – Riverside EMS has asked about foregoing their utility bill for the remainder of the year, 
if they continue to run with no contract.  
 
Ms. Castallante made the motion to forgo the bill for the remainder of the year, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll 
Call – All Ayes.                                        MOTION  
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Safety Committee – Ms. Short went over the following: 

 Would need to have an asbestos check on the front part of the fire building if we were to 
take it down.  

 Link will have quote on Mr. Beatty’s idea for renovations at the firehouse.  
 The fire department has had 3 applications for possible new firefighters. They will go 

through the associations, then if they are approved will bring names to council.  
 There was a recall on the police cruiser, the part will be replaced under warranty.  

 
Finance – Ms. Staley asked council if next year they will pay for her to become a certified municipal clerk. 
 
Ms. Hall made the motion to allow the village to pay for the CMC training next year, seconded by Ms. Short. 
Roll Call – All Ayes.                         MOTION  
 
Park Committee – Mr. Rowley mentioned the following: 

 There are 2 more free lunches at the park and 1 more week for the drive thru 
lunches.  

 The park committee will be taking down the banners that are falling down at the 
park. Chief Brentlinger will order new banners for next year. 
 

Cemetery – The Board is starting to pull Veteran’s flags as they are getting tattered.      
Joint Sewer Board- No Report. 
Special Firehouse Committee: On hold for now.   
Ordinances & Resolutions 
 
Ordinance 2023-32: An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor and/or Village Administrator to enter into an 
agreement with the Ohio Department of Development for grant funding for the Village of DeGraff water 
treatment plant rehabilitation project and declaring an emergency in the Village of DeGraff, OH 
 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to suspend the 3-rule reading for Ordinance 2023-32, seconded by Ms. Short. 
Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                                   MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to accept Ordinance 2023-32 on the first and final reading, seconded by Mr. 
Ropp. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                                   MOTION 
Ms. Short made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-32, seconded by Ms. Hall. Roll Call – All Ayes.  
                                                                                  MOTION 
Old Business:   

 The council asked Mr. McAlexander to give thought on a raise for CDL training.  
 Mr. Rowley would like to show maintenance where to put the Natureworks items.  

New Business:  
 AES has moved the pole at Mr. Warner’s house  
 There are limbs at Mr. Stalling’s property that need picked up.  
 Council expressed thanks to Mary Rutan for the volunteer work at the park.  

 
Ms. Castallante made the motion to pay bills, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.                  MOTION  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to adjourn at 7:48 PM, seconded by Ms. Castallante. Roll Call – All Ayes.                     
                                                                                                                                                       MOTION                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
_________________________________________   _________________________________________ 
Mayor Stephanie Orsborne    Sandra Short, Council Pro Tempore 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer 
 
All formal actions of the VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF COUNCIL concerning and relating to the adoption of Ordinances, 
Resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the public, in compliance with the 
law, including section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 



 


