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The Legislative body of the Village of DeGraff convened in regular session from 7:00 P.M. to 8:04 P.M. 107 S. 
Main St., DeGraff, OH 43318. 
 
Mayor Orsborne called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the following Council Members and staff 
Present: 

Mayor Stephanie Orsborne – Present  
Mike Dodds, Council Member – Present 
Mike Ropp, Council Member – Absent 
Tom Rowley, Council Member – Present 
Nancy Hall, Council Member – Present  
Sandra Short, President Pro Tempore – Present 
Tonya Castallante, Council Member - Present  
  

Staff Present: Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer; Zeb Wagner, Solicitor; Ken McAlexander, Village 
Administrator; Terry Brentlinger, Police Chief 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to excuse Mr. Ropp due to work obligations, seconded by Mr. Rowley. Roll Call 
– All Ayes.                                                      MOTION 
  
Ms. Castallante made the motion to suspend the reading and accept the August 15, 2023 minutes, seconded 
by Mr. Dodds. Roll Call – All ayes.                                                                                                            MOTION 
 
Visitors – 

Gabe Kean – Observe 
Gary Pond - Observe  
Cannon & Kyndra Dappert – The Dappert’s are concerned about speeding on Mill St. Would like to 
see about possibly putting speed bumps to help slow the speed of traffic. Mayor Orsborne 
explained it may be helpful to get license plates numbers for the officers. The Dappert’s have put 
up cameras, their dog was hit and killed by one of the driver’s. The driver accelerated and never 
stopped until the stop sign at Race and Mill. The neighbor’s camera you could hear everything. 
Mayor Orsborne stated she would speak with the officers about the issue.  

 
Zoning – up to 25 permits with nothing abnormal.     
 
Solicitor – No Report.  
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Village Administrator – Mr. McAlexander went over the following topics: 

• The water plant financing is completed. Working on finalizing the change order for the addition, 
then we will get the schedule. Having a meeting next Thursday.  

• Bid opening on the water main loop project had 3 bidders, with the cheapest coming in at $659,510 
from Slagle. It is a legal bid; however, it is $59,510 over what we were expecting the project to 
cost. We are looking at either shrinking the project, getting a loan, or paying the difference. Will 
have more information at the next meeting.  

• The Village received 3 volunteers from United Way. They painted hydrants again throughout the 
Village. Mr. McAlexander would like to personally thank the United Way for volunteering and 
helping the Village.  

• The easements for sewer are mowed now.  
• There is a problem happening with overgrown trees and brushes/shrubs in alleyways. It makes it 

difficult to get our equipment down the alleys with the trees and bushes protruding into the 
alleyway. Mayor and Council agreed it would be best to send a letter to the properties with the 
issue, and if not corrected we can assess taxes to get it taken care of.  

• Mr. McAlexander met with Mr. Rowley at the park about the location for the swing and fitness 
equipment. The locations need to be switched to make more sense for the use of the structures. 
The fitness equipment will go by shelter house 1 and the swing by shelter house 2 

 
Mr. Rowley made the motion to switch the locations of the items, seconded by Ms. Hall. Roll Call – All 
Ayes.                                                                    MOTION 

 
Safety Committee – Ms. Short went over the following: 

 The Fire Department took the old Fire truck to the West Liberty Festival. They 
were unable to tow it, so they drove it. They will also be taking it to Maplewood 
Car Show. 

 Mr. Varble has turned in his resignation due to taking a full-time job. 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to accept the resignation from Mr. Varble, seconded by Mr. Rowley. Roll Call – 
All Ayes.                                                                                  MOTION 
 

 Mr. McAlexander explained the Safety Committee had a training video on 
Fire/EMS district. Quincy, Miami Township, and Pleasant Township were also in 
attendance. No surrounding EMS is willing to contract with the areas if we don’t 
do our own. After the meeting the entities all decided to speak with their 
respective councils to see if anyone was interested. Right now, DeGraff has zero 
to one person for daytime coverage. The existing levy for fire is up this year. In 
addition, Mr. Kean reached out and Riverside EMS is willing to donate 1 squad if 
the entities are going to do something in the area. Mayor Orsborne asked 
council to sit on the information and at the next meeting see what they council is 
thinking,  
 

Finance – Ms. Staley explained the Ordinances/Resolutions on the agenda.   
 
Park Committee – Mr. Rowley mentioned the following: 

 Someone marked up the new picnic tables with chalk.  
 Exercise equipment was not sent the nuts and bolts. Company is remailing 

them. Looking at getting trustees from the jail to help assemble.  
 

Cemetery – No Report.       
 
Joint Sewer Board- Meeting will be on Monday.   
 
Special Firehouse Committee: On hold for now.   
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Ordinances & Resolutions 
 
Resolution 2023-36: Resolution accepting the amounts and rates as determined by the budget commission 
and authorizing the necessary tax levies and certifying them to the county auditor.  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the 3-rule reading for Resolution 2023-36, seconded by Ms. Hall. 
Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                                   MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to accept Resolution 2023-36 on the first and final reading, seconded by Ms. 
Castallante. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                    MOTION 
Ms. Castallante made the motion to adopt Resolution 2023-36, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.  
                                                                                  MOTION 
 
Ordinance 2023-37: An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor and/or Village Administrator to apply for and 
accept a safety intervention grant and declaring an emergency 
 
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the 3-rule reading for Ordinance 2023-37, seconded by Ms. Hall. 
Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                                   MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to accept Ordinance 2023-37 on the first and final reading, seconded by Ms. 
Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                    MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-37, seconded by Ms. Castallante. Roll Call – All Ayes.  
                          MOTION  
 
Resolution 2023-38: Resolution accepting the amounts and rates as determined by the budget commission 
and authorizing the necessary tax levies and certifying them to the county auditor.  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to suspend the 3-rule reading for Resolution 2023-36, seconded by Ms. Hall. 
Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                                   MOTION 
Mr. Dodds made the motion to accept Resolution 2023-36 on the first and final reading, seconded by Ms. 
Castallante. Roll Call – All Ayes.                                                    MOTION 
Ms. Castallante made the motion to adopt Resolution 2023-36, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.  
                                                                                  MOTION 
 
Ordinance 2023-34: Ohio Model Flood Damage Reduction Regulations 
 
Ms. Castallante made the motion to accept Ordinance 2023-34 on 2nd reading, seconded by Mr. Rowley. Roll 
Call – All Ayes.                                                      MOTION 
 
Old Business:  Mayor Orsborne wanted to remind Council about community garage sales this weekend.   
 
New Business: No Report.  
 
Ms. Short made the motion to pay bills, seconded by Ms. Castallante. Roll Call – All Ayes.                  MOTION  
 
Ms. Hall made the motion to adjourn at 8:04 PM, seconded by Ms. Short. Roll Call – All Ayes.            MOTION                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 
 
_________________________________________   _________________________________________ 
Mayor Stephanie Orsborne    Sandra Short, Council Pro Tempore 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Kassandra Staley, Fiscal Officer 
 
All formal actions of the VILLAGE OF DEGRAFF COUNCIL concerning and relating to the adoption of Ordinances, 
Resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the public, in compliance with the 
law, including section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 


